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A message from the Principal— 

Hello everyone, 

On Monday, we had the Area Executive Director, Anne Cunniff, visit our school. This was the 

first time I have had the opportunity of meeting Anne face to face, always so much nicer than 

online. Anne was very impressed about our Tutoring Learning Initiative (TLI), being fully imple-

mented and linked to our Professional Learning Community of Practice. Our PLC Cycle focuses 

on the improvement of student outcomes in Reading. Please ensure your child reads every 

night at home, this will also support them. 

Our newsletter this week has some different information included in it, which really means, 

there are other significant events happening in our wonderful school. 

‘Every Minute Matters’ – this slogan will be used in all communication on a daily basis with our 

students and families. Our aim is for 100% attendance at our school unless a student is unwell. 

The team are very excited about this program and our newly appointed ‘Family Engagement 

Officer,’ is working hard with students from all six schools in preparation for the launch of our 

program with the Goldfields Shire. You will find some information about our new staff member 

in this newsletter. 

This week our Art Teacher, Ms Phillips has also included some very interesting information. 

Please read this carefully as she is asking our school community to support her in a project. 

Other exciting events for our students at TPS this week have been; Specialist sessions, PE and 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths), Clubs, SRC and the ART Masterclass. Ms 

Phillips is currently writing information for our students and parents and this will be in our 

next newsletter.  

I participated in a meeting relating to Child Safety Standards for our students. This area of 

school accountability is regularly audited to ensure Safety Practices and Standards are compli-

ant with Department of Education & Training regulations. Policies and Practices are updated 

annually and we are currently working on these in preparation for our School Review. Updated 

policies will also be uploaded on our school website when completed. Our staff team completed 

the CSS training and ‘Mandatory Reporting’ elearning module this week. The CSS training will 

also be presented to our school council committee members during our meeting next week.  

This week my meetings also included a Leadership meeting with Mr. Coulter, our main agenda 

item was preparing for NAPLAN in May this year. Our current Year 3s and 5s will participate 

in NAPLAN and completion of assessments will be online with the exception of the Year 3 Writ-

ing assessment. Another Leadership meeting, I participated in was with the School Captains. 

We discussed their Roles, Responsibilities and Expectations of student behaviour (Code of Con-

duct) as leaders/representatives of our school.  I was very impressed when both school captains 

made suggestions about whole school events and school improvement. One of the best things I 

love about working with children, is that I am constantly reminded every day of how clever chil-

dren are, how their curiosity motivates them to learn with passion and just how amazing their 

ideas can be. I will enjoy working with all school leaders as we plan and implement some of their 

suggestions over the school year. 

Today, some of our students are participating in a tennis competition in Maryborough. Thank 

you to the parents for supporting your children at this event. Good luck everyone. 

At each Assembly, we will be discussing our School Wide Positive Behaviour Program and high-

lighting the positive actions that teachers have recorded during play breaks. The staff team are 

very proud to celebrate these positive behaviours in front of all students. We have however, had 

several negative behaviour incidents this week, which will involve contacting families. We ask 

these students to think carefully before they say or act and remember our school values at all 

times.  

Just a reminder for all our wonderful families, please give the school a call at any time if you 

need to discuss anything, need clarification or some assistance or support from us. We will try 

our best to support you. 

I hope you all have a fantastic week. 

Krista Barnes  

http://www.talbotps.vic.edu.au


 

 

What’s happening in Prep/One/Two/Three? 

 
Week 4 already – the term will be finished before we know it!  Thank you for the baby photos… it 

was lovely to look at them all and discuss how each person was the same, but also different and 

how they were special.  Reading about everyone’s names was also really interesting! 

Spelling started this week with 5 words coming home, pasted in the diary.  Students will be tested 

on these each Wednesday and will receive new words for the next week.  Every day we have a 

‘Word Work’ session which helps students learn the words.  If you have any concerns or questions 

with this activity, please let us know! 

 

Week Four:  

Guided Reading sessions begin in week four.  Students have quickly learned the Daily 5 

routine and I look forward to having our regular reading sessions from now on. 

 

We will continue working on Recounts.  This week, students will be using the text ‘The 

Rattletrap Car’ as a guide to help them write a recount using connectors like ‘Next’, ‘Then’ 

and ‘After that’. 

 

 

Our new Maths topic is Measurement – learning how to measure length. 

 
 

We will continue our ‘All about me’ topic by looking at a timeline of special events in their 

lives so far. 

What’s happening in Four/Five/Six? 
 

We are three weeks into the term already and the class is humming along nicely. The students 

have been working on their ability to operate as a team and encourage one another. This is pleas-

ing to see and an area we will continue to work on. This week also saw the students begin their 

first clubs lesson and STEM. 
 

In Numeracy, the class are learning about decimal numbers so we had a good excuse to get the 

rocket launcher out. This can be a more challenging concept for students as we are looking at ‘parts 

of numbers’ and therefore the more digits in the decimal the smaller the value it represents. I may 

be sending some work home on this topic to help students strengthen their understanding. 
 

In Literacy, we read ‘Beneath The Surface’ this week. A very interesting book that makes the read-

er ask lots of questions. Next week, we will be practising the strategy of ‘Making Connections’. This 

strategy encourages students to make connections between events in the book, with other books 

and also their own personal lives. In Writing, we continue to work on our Recounts. After looking 

at the structure of a Recount this week we will be focusing on using appropriate details next week. 
 

In Humanities, students have developed their own projects based on Geography. It will be an excit-

ing opportunity for students to research their own chosen topic and link it back to different coun-

tries around the world. 



 

 

4/5/6 CLASS AT WORK 



 

 

P/1/2/3 CLASS AT WORK 



 

 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Ali Wilson and I am recently started working with the Central Goldfields pri-

mary schools as a family engagement officer.  

I am a qualified social worker and I am also a qualified teacher. I have recently relocated to the 

area after living and working in Warrnambool in Southwest Victoria. I am looking forward to 

meeting with our school families and students and I am keen to hear from families about how 

our schools can best support you to get your children to school and for you to become involved 

in our school community.  

Engaging families in all aspects of schooling helps to cultivate greater student engagement, 

improves academic results, results in better social outcomes, and helps children to reach their 

full potential. For this reason, I would appreciate any ideas you may have on how our school 

can help to support you so that we can best support your children. 

Please feel free to contact me via email on Alison.wilson2@education.vic.gov.au or you can call 

FAMILY ENGAEMENT OFFICER 

 

EVERY MINUTE MATTERS - ATTENDANCE 

By Lochie Geyer 

 

 

 

It is important to come to school so you can learn so when we are older we know 

how to cook, write and lots of others things so you can get a job. I like coming to 

school so I can talk to the teachers and play with my friends. I like learning cook-

ing and other things at school. 

mailto:Alison.wilson2@education.vic.gov.au


 

 

CLUBS 



 

 

MS PHILLIPS  ENTRY IN NATIONAL TEACHER ARTIST PRIZE 

Hello everyone,  

We have some very exciting news coming from the Art Room. 

Ms Elizabeth Phillips has entered the first ever National Teacher-Artist Prize. It's an art competition 

for Art teachers run by Zart Art and there are huge prizes up for grabs for both the school and the art-

ist. 
 

Ms Phillips has created an artwork using the Finger Painting techniques that the year 5/6 students 

enjoyed so much last year. 

Below is a copy of the completed artwork. 

It is called 'COCKATOOS!'. 
 

We'd appreciate it if you could go online to... 

National Teacher-Artist Prize - Zart Art  

And check out the competition, view the gallery for all the entrants, and if you like 'Cockatoos!' then 

click on the image in the gallery and vote for our schools' art teacher. 

Let's see if we can bring home a prize! 
 

Thanks everyone. 

 



 

 

What’s Happening at Talbot Primary School 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

15 Week 4 16 

Pancake Day 

17 

No Preps 

Staff PD Review 
Training 

18 

Finance Com-

mittee meeting 

School Council 

meeting  

19 20 21 

22 Week 5 23 24 

Prep testing 

 

25 26 

Call for School 
Council Nomina-
tions 

27 28 

February 2021 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

1 Week 6 2 3  
Somers Camp 

4 

School Council 
Nominations 
close 

5 
Curriculum Day  

CUST PD 

(To be confirmed) 

6 7 

8 Week 7 

Public Holiday—
Labor Day 

9 10 11 

 
12 13 14 

15 Week 8 16 17 18 

SSG’s 

School Council 

19 20 21 

22 Week 9 23 24 
Official Launch 

Every Minute Mat-

25 
NAPLAN Practise 

Test 11.30am 

26 27 28 

29 Week 10 30 31     

March 2021 


