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A message from the Principal
Week 7 Term1
Hello everyone,
This week was a short one and often that means squeezing five days of learning into
four. Thank you to our students for working really hard during the week and
completing lots and lots of activities.
Every Minute Matters: Our attendance program has commenced and our students
did a very good job on creating an EMM poster to be entered into the poster contest
along with five other schools. Good luck Talbot students, I hope we are the lucky
school. You will find an update from our Family Engagement Officer as part of this
newsletter. Thank you for our wonderful families for taking the time to talk to
Ali Wilson as part of our attendance focus. The project launch is going ahead on
Wednesday 24th in Maryborough. Each school’s principal will be attending this
launch with two selected students who have demonstrated great attendance from
2019 until now. Once students have been selected, a permission form will be sent
home for your child to attend the launch with me. I am looking forward to seeing all
cluster schools represented on this day.
Review update: We are currently updating policy documents and uploading these
to our website. During the week I met with Leonie Roberts (Senior Improvement
Education Leader) to discuss our school’s progress in the preparation of the review.
Leonie offered some valuable feedback to myself, which will ensure that all
documentation is at the standard required by the Review panel. I also met with our
School Council President, Amanda Conn to provide her with an update. This Friday
the teaching team and I will work together all day on the review to complete and
finalise some parts of the process. It is really important that I consult and work with
the staff to share what the school has achieved in the last four years under different
leadership.
Reminder: Monday 22.3.21 at 3:30 – 5pm ‘Open Parent Communication Forum’ will
be held as part of the consultative process with school community members for our
School Review. During this forum I will be presenting a summary of the data our
school collects about student achievement and some results of both the Parent and
Student Surveys. I will be sharing some highlights and areas we need to improve on,
which have been discussed with both the staff team and student leaders, which
clearly shows their perspective on each area. We will be asking our attendees to also
complete a form about their highlights and areas they would like to see some
improvement in over the next four year Strategic Plan. I am really looking forward to
this forum and I hope lots of families can be represented. We will provide an
afternoon tea session from 4:30-5pm. An invitation will be emailed to all families
next week, you will have to return the slip to confirm your attendance (to enable
organisational and afternoon tea planning).
Last Friday on our school curriculum day, we all attended Carisbrook PS for
‘Cultural Understanding and Safety Training (CUST)’ provided by the DET Koorie
Education Officers. It was a very informative session and a great opportunity to work
alongside our cluster groups of schools and staff.
Our DET speech therapist visited our school this week to work with students. We
will be sending home a copy of the progress reports to families.
Somers Camp 2021: The four students who attended this camp all arrived home
safely and exhausted. They have done a terrific job in representing our school and
they all loved the experience. There were approximately 340 students attend this
camp, wow, what a fabulous team of staff and teachers who organise and run this
event.
Last night I attended the MARC Van AGM and was very surprised to hear that at
the end of year stocktake, 54 books were missing. This is across a number of schools,
however, please have a good look at home to see if you have any school library books
which need to be returned.
We are currently in the process of booking our Swimming Program for Term Two,
more information will be provided in our next newsletter.
I hope you all have a fantastic week.
Krista Barnes
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Official launch: Every
Minute Matters.
Thursday 1st April
Last Day of Term 1,
2.15pm Finish

We would like to acknowledge the Dja Dja Wurrung, Traditional Custodians of the land where Talbot
Primary School is situated. We would also like to acknowledge our Elders, past, present and future.

What’s happening in Prep/One/Two/Three?
I’m hoping everyone has had a good week—unfortunately I came down with a cold
on Friday and have been away. It was lovely to see the students again today, even
though I wasn’t in the room—Mr Coulter and I were helping Ms Barnes with our
School Review which happens in Term Two.
Our focus this week will be on connections. How can you connect the
book to yourself, to another book and to the world?
We will write another plan for a Narrative this week, using the scaffold as
a guide. Our focus will be on using WOW words, particularly adjectives to
describe characters, the setting and some items in their story.
Place Value is still our topic, recognising numbers in the teens, 100s,
1000s etc and knowing how to read, write and order them.
Students will be given a ‘Design Brief’ this week—a hands on task where
they need to decide on a type of weather (hot,wet or windy) and make a
hat to suit the weather.

What’s happening in Four/Five/Six?
And along comes week 8! What a great week we have had and it has been wonderful
to have our Somers Camp attendees return with lots of exciting stories. We had a
great time creating our own memes this week. The students have done well to
develop their understanding of division and the link with multiplication.
Next week, we will continue to work on Narratives and adding more detail to engage
the reader. In Reading, the focus is synthesising. This is done when we use information we already know about a topic or text to help with understand new information. We continue to work on using appropriate levels of voice in different environments.

In Math, we will continue to make links between multiplication and division. Area
and volume will be reviewed as they both require the use of multiplication and division. The students thoroughly enjoyed using skittles last week for division however
I’m not yet sure if more food will be used next week.
Students continue to work on their humanities projects. There is a bit to catch up on
after taking some time to complete our Every Minute Matters posters this week.
Mr Coulter

What a wonderful community we have here at Talbot. Thanks to the generosity of Janice,
Talbot PS has a brand new gazebo!! She has been selling home grown vegetables and other
delicious food such as jams to raise money for the gazebo.
At our inhouse EB event at the end of 2020 we lost two gazebos due to some stormy
conditions and tree branches. These gazebos get used very often for a range of events such
as athletics, cross country and of course Energy Breakthrough. The gazebos provide much
needed shelter on such days for students and staff.
It would be great if the school community could continue to support Janice in her fund
raising by ordering some healthy, delicious produce from her. Please see the range of food
available on the following pages.

SRC
The SRC are selling Zooper Dooper icy
poles at lunchtime on Fridays as a
fundraiser. Icy poles are limited to one per
person and will be 50c each. The SRC have
decided that the money raised will be
equally divided for new sporting equipment
for our school and a donation to the Cancer Council.

In order to effectively learn at school, children need to be
present.
Do a few days off really matter? Does it really matter if my child is late?
Yes. Non-attendance has both academic and social impacts. Impacts of absenteeism are cumulative.
Patterns of absence in the primary years often continue and grow in secondary school.
Just as full day absence can become pattern-forming and impact negatively on achievement,
so too is lateness. While 10 minutes is not long, it’s important to consider your child’s emotional space as they enter the classroom. A child who arrives during class time has no time to
mentally prepare themselves for the day. The stress of being late may well impact them for
some time into their first lesson of the day. This is most often reading and writing. Just as
adults require time and space to read and write well, children deserve the same conditions.
Lateness is also cumulative. If a child is late by only 10 minutes a few times a week, the
hours soon add up. In a single year there are approximately 30 hours of learning missed and,
as suggested earlier, the most important learning of the day is often scheduled first in
primary school. Assuming the same pattern throughout the year, being 10 minutes late each
day equates to over a week of missed school days over the year.
Factors that may influence student absence
Academic self-concept, depression, anxiety, negative attitude toward peers or teachers
and lack of sense of belonging
Family factors, such as how highly education is valued in the home and the level of
family involvement in things like homework
School-related factors, such as the tolerance of bullying, poor connection to peer groups,
poor teacher relationships
What can parents do to help?
Set positive attendance habits early
Reach out to the school when you no longer feel in control
Set high expectations for your child and do your best to model them in your own life
Never put the blame on the child or other parents
My child attends school, so this isn’t a problem for my family is it?
If we want to live in a thriving community, it is up to all of us to support everyone in our
community. An educated community assists to lead to a strong community. For us to improve student attendance and ultimately better educational outcomes for our whole student community, we need a supportive culture. When things begin to deviate from the ideal,
parents and staff all need to work together in a “no blame culture” to support children to return to school as soon as possible.
Every absence impacts achievement. Building and maintaining positive attendance patterns is
a three way partnership between students, parents and schools, where all parties hold an important piece of the puzzle. This is why ‘EVERY MINUTE MATTERS’.

Head Lice
Head lice are common in school-aged children and we have had a few reports of them here at school again,
they are the most adaptable of creatures. They have survived living solely on human heads for 10 000
years. You may be reassured to know that they are commonly found in places other than Talbot P.S. Some
of the reasons they have survived for as long as they have are:




- (conditioner will help fix this problem)
– looking like they are dead.


products to dissolve the ‘glue’ showed nothing would dissolve it.
The good news… We know where they live and we know how to find them. If you follow these steps, once
a week, the control of head lice in your home will be greatly improved.
Step1 Comb inexpensive hair conditioner into dry, brushed (detangled) hair. This makes it difficult for
lice to grip the hair or run around;
Step 2 Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a paper towel or tissue;
Step 3 Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice and eggs;
Step 4 If lice or eggs are found, the child should be treated with a commercial head lice treatment;
Step 5 If the child has been treated recently and only hatched eggs are found, you may not have to treat
since the eggs could be from the old infection. If the eggs are “live” they will appear a browny/ clear colour
and if you run your fingers over them they will stick to the hair shaft. If the eggs are ‘old’ they appear
white and will come off easily when you try to remove from the hair shaft.
Please note, it is imperative to remain vigilant in checking your children’s hair and removing ALL live
eggs. If the eggs aren’t all removed reinfestation may occur. If your child has head lice – tell anyone who
has had head to head contact with them, ask them to check their family for head lice and notify the
school.
It is school policy (and that of the Department of Health) that if live lice are found on your child at school,
they must be taken home to be treated and returned only after this process has commenced

Fundraiser: All proceeds go to Talbot Primary School, (except where stated)

Support starts local.
Fundraiser: All Proceeds donated to TPS except where stated.
Support starts Local
Dried Spices
Chives
Parsley
Garlic Powder
Rosemary
Paprika
Sage

Price $
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00
2.00

Smelts

$4.00 ($1.00

Quantity

Sauces
Plum
Tomato
Worcester
Mint
Relish
Tomato
Zucchini
Jams

Price $
2.50
4.00
3.00
4.00

Plum
Nectarine
Peach

3.00
3.00
3.00

Quantity

4.00
3.50

donated to school)

Lemongrass
Coconut-lime
Eucalyptus
Peach
Vegetable
Seeds
Spinach
Squash
Carrot
Coriander
Bush Beans
Cucumber –
Crystal Apple
Broccoli
Lettuce –
great lakes
Beetroot
Turnip
Pak choi
Blue Lake
Beans
Silverbeet

$2.00 ($1.00
donated to school)

Zucchini
Watermelon
Onion
Corn
Cabbage
Peas – sugar
snap
Capsicum
Chilli jalapeno
Pumpkin seeds:

Butternut
Black prince
Guatemalin
Blue
Atlantic Giant

fordhook Giant

Radish – china
doll
Rockmelon
Salsify
Cauliflower

Jarrahdale
Fordhook
acorn
Whanga
Paroa Crown
Celery (not
grown in
Tabot)

$1.00

All Orders including money need to be into the school by
Thursday 18th.

WANTED:
SAUCE BOTTLES and
SPICE JARS.

What’s Happening at Talbot Primary School
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