
 

 

Talbot Primary School  
RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY PERSISTENCE TEAMWORK HONESTY  

Term 1 Week 6 ñ 4th March 2022  

 

We would like to acknowledge the  Dja Dja Wurrung, Traditional Custodians of the land where Talbot Primary 

School is situated. We would also like to acknowledge our Elders, past, present and future.  

A message from the Principal  

 Hello everyone,  

This week we the Talbot Primary School OSHC commenced. We are so lucky to have the OSHC program for our 

community. It was great to see some students attending the program. I would like to say congratulations to Sam 

Dunn the Co -ordinator for her great work in setting up the spaces and for her passion in her new role. Registra-

tions are to be completed by directly contacting TheirCare, this is not done through our school office.  

Specialist Sessions : have commenced, we are now running PE classes, STEM with a focus on Science and 

Auslan. Be prepared for your children to come home and practise their Auslan signing with you. Our full school 

program is in progress now, we have four specialist learning areas including our wonderful MARC van library, 

clubs and buddies. We are now at our busiest with all programs in place. We are very excited to be able to deliver 

such a extensive range of programs for Talbot students. The Talbot staff team are working incredibly hard to pro-

vide such a wide range. Mrs Mac also commenced her professional learning in ôMathematics Planningõ which is an 

ongoing commitment for her this semester. We look forward to Mrs Mac sharing the knowledge and skills that 

she will develop from this course with the staff team. As numeracy is a focus this year and is supported by the 

Tutoring Learning Program, all teachers are also attending regular mathematics professional learning with one 

of our educational gurus, Mr. Rob Vinegerhoets. These sessions will greatly benefit the students in the classroom 

as different approaches are used to differentiate the planning and delivery of activities.  

Last week our Tutoring Teacher reported back to the families of the students participating in the program. It was 

wonderful to hear how positive the feedback was, in these conversations.   

On Monday, all schools across the state completed their Census. This is an important day as student enrolments, 

determines school funding for the year.  

On Tuesday the Goldfields cluster schools met to continue discussions around Every Minute Matters, EMM. 

We are working closely with Go Goldfields team to update a new proposal for how this project will look moving 

forward in 2022 and 2023. It is fabulous working with community groups, as their ideas come from different per-

spectives than schools. This will be a great partnership in improving student attendance in our region.  

On Wednesday, we had our first NWVR Network Principal Forum. It was a very full day with many presentations 

included in our program. A major focus was how schools will move forward after the last two years and what we 

need to consider and change for these journeys to be successful. School Improvement is always a large part of 

these forum days and I was really pleased to have a presenter from Headspace included in the line up, as we 

know mental health wellbeing practices we put in place at all levels in schools for all staff and students will have 

a large impact on our school improvement plans.  

Yesterday I attended the final day of the Bealiba School Review. It was a great process and it is exciting setting 

goals for the next four years in any school. We wish them luck as they move forward in new and exciting direc-

tions.  

Ms Reid will continue conducting the English Online Interview(EOI) assessment for our Year 1s and 2s today. All 

Preps have now completed this assessment. Once EOI is completed with our junior classes, Ms Reid will continue 

with the Mathematics Online Interview with the Preps on the following Friday. These assessments are conducted 

one on one and provide the teachers with valuable data to inform future planning and teaching at point of need 

for students in both literacy and numeracy. The data also provides information of any ôgaps in learningõ for stu-

dents in the early years, so that targeted point of need teaching can improve the foundation blocks of student 

knowledge and skills.  

 



 

 

 

Our ES team are continuing to provide support to classrooms and manage the intervention programs: Multilit 

and Speech Therapy.  

Next week I will commence working on the ôSchool Annual Report for 2021õ to present at the next school council. 

This formal report will look back over the whole of 2021 and will provide a summary of each area of school opera-

tions. I look forward to presenting this report to the whole school community once finalised.  
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Free rapid antigen tests are available for all staff and students in Victorian schools during Term 1 2022. Rapid 

antigen testing will be voluntary for all primary, secondary and specialist school students and staff. Please con-

tact the office if more tests when required.   

Students and staff will do the tests at home and must report any positive test results to their school.  

If staff or students receive a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the Department of 

Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria ) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. Stu-

dents (or their parents) must also report a positive result to their school, and then enter details on the VicEd 

COVID portal , this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7 -day isolation, and 

let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor 

their child/children for symptoms.  

 

When a student or staff member tests positive to Covid:  

Parents/carers should complete the Student COVID -19 COVID Test Portal  if a student  tests positive to COVID -

19 (via a PCR or rapid antigen test).  

Students are to isolate at home or in private accommodation for 7 days (inclusive of weekends) and do not at-

tend school  during this period.  

Where a student  is a household contact of a positive case  (that is, they have spent more than four hours 

with someone who has COVID -19 inside a house, accommodation, or care facility) they must inform the school 

and isolate for seven days and not attend school during that period.  

Inform the school, that they have tested positive to COVID -19. 

A negative test is not required to return to school following completion of 7 days of isolation and are asymptomat-

ic. 

The most important action our families can take to keep other students and staff safe is to keep their child/

children home if they have any Covid symptoms. Staff will be expected to stay at home if they are unwell also. If 

any student or staff member attends school presenting with Covid Symptoms, they will be removed from the 

classroom to the first aid room, families will be called immediately to come and collect their child and staff will be 

sent home. Anyone with Covid symptoms will also need to isolate for seven days. There may be disruptions to 

schools and classrooms when staff are absent. The DET have made significant plans to support schools should 

there be a critical shortage of staff.  

ϝϝLathw¢!b¢Υ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ /h±L5-мфΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ т-Řŀȅ ƛǎƻƭŀǝƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 
ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎȅƳǇǘƻƳŀǝŎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜ ǘŜǎǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ол ŘŀȅǎΦ  

Masks: Students in Years 3 ð 6 are expected to continue to wear a mask at school when indoors.  

 

I hope you all have a fantastic week.  

Krista Barnes  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests#report-a-positive-result-on-a-rapid-antigen-test
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Whatõs happening in Prep-1-2! 

This week was an awesome opportunity to continue our team building and experience our specialist 

subjects. It is always great to see students working collaboratively together and showing school val-

ues. We have introduced Kimochis (means ôfeelingsõ in Japanese) in our learning community, where 

weõve gotten to know each Kimochi and talk about our emotions/feelings. Kimochis are a lovely way 

for students to learn about and understand how to express, discuss and respond to emotions.  

Whatõs on in week 7:  

Reading:  We will make predictions in our reading! Our focus will be on using clues in the text to de-

termine what happens next i.e., pictures, rhyming, repetitive themes/words.  

Writing: We will continue to focus on narrative writing and developing our narrative writing skills. 

Our narrative stories whether told verbally or written should seek to include characters, setting, be-

ginning, middle, end and a problem/solution.    

Maths:   We will be revisiting Place Value this week, looking at ordering, counting from any number, 

partitioning, recognising and modelling different numbers.  

 



 

 

Whatõs happening in Grade 3/4 

This week in 3/4, we have begun to look at Narratives with a free writing piece using a stimulus picture. The stimulus 

was to enable students to get their imagination running and allow them to show off their knowledge of narratives and 

writing skills.  While I have not had the chance yet to read all the stories written, I have enjoyed the snippets that I 

have read while wandering around the room.  Students have also explored Nouns and Verbs in simple sentences in 

preparation for adjective and adverbs that add description to our writing.   In reading this week, we have continued to 

work on taking notes and monitoring what we have read through the use of our readerõs notebook.  Taking notes, writ-

ing summaries and asking questions while reading helps to improve our comprehension.  In humanities students have 

begun to explore what life in Australia was like before white settlement, beginning by understanding that Aboriginal 

Australia consisted of hundreds of countries and languages and was not a single entity.  Specialist subjects have also 

begun with students enjoying Science, Auslan, and P.E.  I am sure the kids secretly have enjoyed a change of voice.  Nu-

meracy this week sees us finish place value for term 1 and it has been encouraging to see some amazing progress that 

has been made in the students understanding.  

Looking forward to Week 7:  

L iteracy  will continue to work on Narratives and we will look at Beginnings (Orientations) and how as authors we can 

grab our readerõs attention by moving away from beginnings like ôOnce upon a time.õ  Students will further their writing 

skills by looking at varying our sentence lengths using connectives such as:  and, so, but, and yet.  

Numeracy:   2D and 3D shapes will be our new focus in maths for the next couple of weeks.  This should give a few tired 

brains a little rest after the abstract concept of place value.   Students will hopefully enjoy a more hands on topic to ex-

plore.  

Humanities :  We will continue to explore Aboriginal Australia and the lives Aboriginal people in the Kulin Nations of 

Victoria looking at daily lives and diet.   



 

 

Whatõs happening in the 5/6 class. 

This week students have learnt how to find Prime, Composite, Triangular and Square numbers. Students have made 

posters showing different Triangular Numbers using match sticks and made larger Triangular Numbers on the floor.  

 

We have started our Narrative Writing and it is fantastic to hear the stories that the students have started developing 

this week.  Students will publish their stories next week.  

 

We started our Specialist program this week and the students have enjoyed starting to learn Auslan, PE with Miss 

Reid and STEAM with Mr B. This is a very rewarding program and is off to a great start.  

 

Whatõs happening next week? 

 

The new topic in Math is surface area and volume.  

In Writing we will continue writing Narratives.  

Our reading focus for next week is Making Predictions.  

 



 

 

Nominations for School Council closed on  

Thursday 3
rd
 March. 

 

As the number of nominations match the number of positions, we will not need to hold an 

election. We would therefore like to welcome back to School Council: 

Lisa McGillivray (DET) 

Kaitlyn Howell 

Priscilla Whittenham 

 

We would also like to welcome our new School Council members: 

Fallon Cook 

Jacquie Hooper 

 

We thank these school community members for nominating.  We look forward to a productive 

year of work with our new councillors and hope that the wider school community will contin-

ue to be actively involved in our school. 

We also thank our outgoing members, Johanna Geyer and Shaun Kerr-Talbot for their service 

over the last few years. 

Krista Barnes  

Principal  



 

 



 

 



 

 

Head lice are common in school -aged children and we have had a few reports of them here at 

school again, they are the most adaptable of creatures. They have survived living solely on hu-

man heads for 10 000 years. You may be reassured to know that they are commonly found in 

places other than Talbot P.S. Some of the reasons they have survived for as long as they have 

are:  

§  

§ - (conditioner will help fix this problem)  

§ ð looking like they are dead.  

§

ferent products to dissolve the ôglueõ showed nothing would dissolve it.  

The good newsé We know where they live and we know how to find them. If you follow these 

steps, once a week, the control of head lice in your home will be greatly improved.  

Step1 Comb inexpensive hair conditioner into dry, brushed (detangled) hair. This makes it dif-

ficult for lice to grip the hair or run around;  

Step 2 Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a paper towel or tissue;  

Step 3 Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice and eggs;  

Step 4 If lice or eggs are found, the child should be treated with a commercial head lice treat-

ment;  

Step 5 If the child has been treated recently and only hatched eggs are found, you may not 

have to treat since the eggs could be from the old infection. If the eggs are òliveó they will ap-

pear a browny/ clear colour and if you run your fingers over them they will stick to the hair 

shaft. If the eggs are ôoldõ they appear white and will come off easily when you try to remove 

from the hair shaft.  

Please note, it is imperative to remain vigilant in checking your childrenõs hair and removing 

ALL live eggs. If the eggs arenõt all removed reinfestation may occur. If your child has head lice 

ð tell anyone who has had head to head contact with them, ask them to check their family for 

head lice and notify the school.  

It is school policy (and that of the Department of Health) that if live lice are found on your 

child at school, they must be taken home to be treated and returned only after this process has 

commenced  



 

 

Please return ASAP (A sec-

ond copy of these docu-

ments has been sent home 

with students and these 

documents have also been 

sent to families by email)  

 

Administrative documents 

from the office need to be 

returned  

(Bus Agreement, ICT 

Agreement, Local Excur-

sion Permission form and 

Medical form ñIf these 

forms are not returned 

your child will not be able 

to participate)  

 

Rowe Street, Talbot 3371  

Phone: (03) 5463 2373  

Mob: 0491 206 986  

Talbot.ps@  

education.vic.gov.au  

www.talbotps.vic.edu.au  

Bank Account Details 

for Direct Deposits.  

Talbot Primary School  

Official Account  

BSB 06 3519  

Account Number 1006 3494  

IMPORTANT SCHOOL INFORMATION  
 

TALBOT PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

 

Talbot Primary School is a happy and safe learning 

environment where students are inspired to achieve 

their best academically, while making a positive 

contribution to their community.  At Talbot Primary 

School, students are encouraged to be independent 

learners who are confident in themselves and their 

learning and are able to embrace challenges.  Students 

are supported to be resilient, open minded, kind, 

caring and respectful of others and responsible for 

their actions 

 

 

FROM OUR STUDENTS 

Talbot Primary School Students are helpful, persistent 

and responsible.  We try our best to be a good friend, 

to be a good sport, to support each other and to put 

maximum effort into our learning.   

Our values are an important part of our unique school. 

We live by our school values. 

Bank Account Details for 

Direct Deposits.  

Talbot Primary School  

Official Account  

BSB 06 3519  

Account Number 1006 3494  

SECONDED -HAND UNIFORM  

We have been busily distributing 

uniforms to students who have  

appeared to have grown a large 

amount over the holidays.  

We have a lot of second -hand uni-

forms in stock at the moment so if 

you need any items please let us 

know.  

We also have in stock new items 

as well for families to purchase.  

 
 

 

http://www.talbotps.vic.edu.au

