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A message from the Principal—
Hello everyone,
Well we didn’t expect that change of events! Last Friday we received some concerned calls from
parents about the announcements made by Premier Dan Andrews and at that stage, as we were
all working, we were unaware of any of the lockdown information. Our team jumped into action
to prepare some resources for all our students to take home with them as we waited to hear the
official directives from DET. This came through at the end of the school day, and I was very relieved that we had worked hard as a team to support our students and families so effectively. I
am also very proud of the way in which the Talbot school community adjusted to the news of the
lockdown. When something is out of our control, such as this Pandemic, we often rise up and
demonstrate great resilience, compassion and understanding of what we need do. Well done everyone! We are very happy the lockdown has ceased and our students are back onsite and learning at school again.
Our school has just ordered a new lease agreement for laptops with delivery of 45 new laptops
due by the end of this month. As you may be aware, the DET announced that all students who
used a school device at home in 2020 would be issued with that device to support learning at
home whether we are onsite or offsite. At the commencement of 2021 most primary schools have
sought quotes for leasing or purchasing new devices. There obviously is a large demand on supplies so until we receive our new devices, we will be unable to send the student’s laptops home,
and we are however initiating the process for this to occur. We also have some paperwork to
complete with the support of our I.T. Specialist before this can happen, which parents will need
to sign. This is an incredible demonstration of the DET supporting our students in their learning. More information and updates will be presented in our next newsletter as to the progress we
are making and delivery information on our new laptops.
‘Every Minute Matters’ Attendance Program update: Ali Wilson, our Family Engagement Officer, will visit our school on Tuesday to speak to the students about the program and present
some information about a poster competition. We look forward to taking the first steps forward
in this program.
This year we have introduced an Art Masterclass, our Art Teacher, Ms Phillips in collaboration
with staff, has written some information about this program for our families and this can be
found in our newsletter. We are very excited to be able to offer a ‘New’ art class hour in our
school learning program this year and we are super excited about these classes creating some
wonderful art projects to enhance and beautify our school grounds. Often when we have a spare
hour in a program, the teacher becomes a support person in the classrooms supporting other
curriculum areas. We have decided that to best utilise the skills of our wonderful Art teacher,
Ms Phillips, she would be better placed working and leading in her specialised curriculum area.
Child Safe Standards: We have updated our Child Safe Posters - ‘Protect’ around our school.
These posters are displayed at every entry point of the school, in classrooms and in our staff
meeting space. This week School Council completed Child Safe training in our meeting and our
Child Safe Policy, Code of Conduct Statement and Code of Conduct Agreement for all staff and
School Council Members to sign was approved.
SWPBP: Positive Yard Behaviours Week 3 – Congratulations to: Kaiden, Alisha, Darci and Issiah.
Last Friday some of our students participated in a Tennis tournament held in Maryborough. We
were very excited when Billie returned to school with a medal, winning all her events, well done!
We hope all students enjoyed participating in this sporting event and that each of them were
proud of their efforts and skills. We are proud of you all.
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I hope you all have a fantastic week.
Krista Barnes

We would like to acknowledge the Dja Dja Wurrung, Traditional Custodians of the land where Talbot Primary School is situated. We would also like to acknowledge our Elders, past, present and future.

What’s happening in Prep/One/Two/Three?
Congratulations to everyone for getting through Lockdown Part Three! Lots of work was completed – thank you for that!
As we weren’t here for three days this week, instead of trying to rush everything and catch up, I’m
pushing the work to next week. So, once again…
Week Five (which was Week 4):
Guided Reading sessions begin! Students have quickly learned the Daily 5 routine and
I look forward to having our regular reading sessions from now on.
We will continue working on Recounts. This week, students will be using the text ‘The
Rattletrap Car’ as a guide to help them write a recount using connectors like ‘Next’,
‘Then’ and ‘After that’.
Our new Maths topic is Measurement – learning how to measure length.
We will continue our ‘All about me’ topic by looking at a timeline of special events in
their lives so far.

What’s happening in Four/Five/Six?
Well this week certainly didn’t turn out the way it was planned! Well done to all the students and
their families for making remote learning work at such short notice. You all deserve a pat on the
back. Who knows what could happen next week but we will plan for a regular one.
In Writing, we have been trying to include more interesting details to engage the reader. This will
continue next week as we do our final Recount and begin looking at Narratives. In Reading, the all
important ‘Inferring’. This is a vital strategy used when reading, it involves taking the information
we already know and using it to help understand what the author is communicating. In our Speaking and Listening activities we will be looking at subjective and objective statements. There will be
a few games to help students with this.
In Math, we are going to finish off doing addition and subtraction. This was interrupted with the
lockdown and therefore needs more time next week. It is important that all students make the connection between addition and subtraction. After that it’s surface area and volume for a couple of
weeks. Grade 6 students will be familiar with the activity I have planned as we did it last year and
they engaged with it really well.
In Humanities, students have designed their own projects and will now help me develop an assessment tool for marking the projects. This gives students a voice for what they seem as appropriate
and also helps them understand what is required for their individual projects.
As always, I am looking forward to another fun week with such a wonderful class.
-Mr Coulter

OUR TENNIS STARS

SRC
The SRC are selling Zooper Dooper icy
poles at lunchtime on Fridays as a
fundraiser. We are still to decide what
the money raised will go towards. Icy
poles are limited to one per person and
will be 50c each.

P/1/2/3 CLASS AT WORK

4/5/6 CLASS AT WORK
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