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A message from the Principal
Week 6 Term1
Hello everyone,
Last week some of our families would have received a phone call from our Tutoring
teacher, Mrs Mac, to provide an update about your child’s progress in the Tutoring
Learning Program. This program has focussed on ‘filling the gap’ in the Reading
area for identified students, from assessment data and teacher judgements over the
last 12 months. We are very pleased with how the program is running at our school.
Feedback from the students has been very positive. I was very proud when discussing our program, progress and successes with the Mount Alexander and Goldfields
Principals in our online forum earlier this week. Please remember that our learning
partnership includes our families, and we hope that ‘reading at home’ is still a priority and not overlooked. Please continue to support your child’s learning by listening, sharing and reading to them every day.
Last week I submitted an ‘Expression of Interest (EOI)’ based on a joint initiative
by the Government and Regional Arts Victoria (RAV). This initiative is providing
Artists with an opportunity to work with a schools for two terms without any costs
to the school. I was approached by one of our local Artists, Belinda Michael of Felix
Ceramics with the possibility of being linked together in this program. I met with
Belinda and discussed some ideas around working with the school on some of the
projects we have planned for 2021 and it seems that Belinda could provide additional support in each of these projects. Our wonderful Art Specialist has volunteered to
be the Co-ordinator who would work closely with the Artist. We have our fingers
crossed that we are considered for this grant and that they also value the link between Talbot Primary School and a local Artist. Community connections are very
important.
The DET ‘Bridging the Digital Divide’ initiative is now underway at our school. We
have received 45 new laptops and these are currently being set up for use by our
technician. We hope to have all devices ready to use by end of week 8. Once all the
administrative actions have been completed, we will then be boxing up laptops and
iPads to be sent home with students. We are aiming to have this completed by the
end of term. Our current Year 1 students will take home iPads and the remainder
of students will take home Laptops, this also includes the ten Year Six students
who graduated last year.
Our whole school team are continuing to work through the School Review actions
checklist. We would like to hold an ‘Open Parent Community Forum’ on Monday
22nd March at 3:45 – 4:45pm to gather valuable feedback from our families about
the last four years. We will be providing light refreshments for afternoon tea after
the meeting. We will send an invitation via email for our families by Friday 12.3.21,
we would really appreciate families making the effort to come to this meeting and
sharing. We ask that you return a ‘Yes slip’ back to the office via your child, if you
will be attending, for catering purposes. Our meeting focus is to celebrate some of
the highlights over the past four years, and to hear from you, what you believe are
the highlights and to discuss what areas we need to continue to improve in as we
move forward over the next four years. Your input is valuable to us.
We have had a couple of concerned parents speak about safety when driving and
moving around the school especially during drop off and pick up times. Please be
mindful that these are very busy times and patience is needed at all times. For the
safety of our children, please ensure you give cars the space they need as they arrive and leave, in case of a car having to brake suddenly, they need to have peace of
mind that they have the space around them to do that safely.
Please do not forget that this Friday 5.3.21 is our Curriculum day, no students attend school. You may notice our birthday calendar has the 9.3.21 marked as a curriculum day, we had to change this so we could all attend the Professional Development day at Carisbrook Primary School. We hope you all have a wonderful four day
break with the Labour Day holiday being on Monday the 8th.
I hope you all have a fantastic week.
Krista Barnes
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Upcoming
Events
Tuesday 2nd—
Wednesday 10th March
Somers Camp
Friday 5th March:
Curriculum Day
Student Free
Monday 8th March:
Labour Day—Public
Holiday
Thursday 18th March
Finance and School
Council meeting
AGM

We would like to acknowledge the Dja Dja Wurrung, Traditional Custodians of the land where Talbot Primary School is situated. We would also like to acknowledge our Elders, past, present and future.

What’s happening in Prep/One/Two/Three?
The students get to go “Nah, nah, nah” to me this afternoon because they get Friday off, but I
(and all staff) have to come to school! Staff are involved in very important training though, so it’s
worth us coming. At least I get a holiday on Monday. So, please remember – no school on Friday
and then Monday – it’s a long, LONG weekend!
Week Seven
.I’m still working on ‘using visual cues’. Students need to listen to what they say
while looking at the words on the page and if the two don’t match, they need to fix it
up!
The main cue I’m using (which can be used at home) is “You said …….. Does that
look right?” It gets the children to really look at the word and to see that even
though it might make sense, and sound right, it doesn’t look right e.g. ‘around’ might
look right and sound right in a sentence, but it does not look like ‘across’
Narratives are the topic for the rest of term. We will continue to make plans for our
writing and then learn how to turn the plan into a story
We go back to Place Value this for the next few weeks – specifically recognising numbers in the teens, 100s, 1000s etc and knowing how to read,
write and
order them.
As we are not here on Monday, I am moving Science to our Humanities time on
Wednesday. Students will start the ‘hands on’ part of our topic by using a material of
their choice to create a hat

What’s happening in Four/Five/Six?
And just like that we are passed the half way mark. What a wonderful week it has been in the
4/5/6 class. I have had the opportunity to conduct some reading testing and the improvement that
students are showing is fantastic! Every single student so far has shown improvement.
Next week is only a four day week so we will have a lot of work to fit in. We are continuing with
our focus on Narratives and being creative writers that engage the reader. Students will be learning how to make their sentences more engaging through the use of more exciting vocabulary and…
…punctuation.
In Reading, we are improving our visualising skills which means we get to draw lots of things as
we build images in our minds of characters and events from books. Yay! This will give students
plenty of opportunity to display their artistic skills (more so than usual).

In Math, it all about division and how it relates to multiplication. Division is often a misunderstood topic so it will be very hands on and hopefully involve some treats…depending on the state of
my shopping brain.
Students continue to work on their humanities projects with some guidance, as usual, as they research their chosen topics. I have students asking me when they get to do their humanities projects
again so I take this as a sign that they are engaged and enjoying the task.
As always, if you have any questions, concerns or just want to know more about your child and how
they are doing at school then please come and speak with me or message me on Classdojo.
-Mr Coulter

SRC
The SRC are selling Zooper Dooper icy
poles at lunchtime on Fridays as a
fundraiser. We are still to decide what
the money raised will go towards. Icy
poles are limited to one per person and will be 50c each.

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION NOMINATIONS ARE NOW
OPEN
SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTION SCHEDULE
SCHOOL COUNCIL VACANCIES
School Council nominations will be opened soon. There will be three parent vacancies for this year. I encourage you to consider nominating.
School Council is a wonderful way to contribute to our school community
and support your child’s education. Please come and see me if you are
interested or want more information.

Nomination forms will be available from the office on Thursday
25/02/2020.
Nomination forms must be returned to the school by 4pm the Thursday,
5/3/2020.
25/2/2021

Nominations opened

4/3/2021

Nominations now closed

5/3/2021

List nominations: received nominations:

Amanda Conn
Kerrianne Miller
5/3/2021

Ballot Papers Not Applicable

12/3/2021

Close ballot

15/3/2021

Vote count

15/3/2021

Declare poll

18/3/2021

AGM
First meeting of the new School Council
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