
 

 

Talbot Primary School  
RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY PERSISTENCE TEAMWORK HONESTY  

Term 1 Week 10 ñ  1st April 2022  

 

We would like to acknowledge the  Dja Dja Wurrung, Traditional Custodians of the land where Talbot Primary 

School is situated. We would also like to acknowledge our Elders, past, present and future.  

A message from the Principal  

Hello everyone,  

We welcomed back Joey on Wednesday after spending a lovely long weekend in Queensland with her family. We certain-

ly miss Joõs presence at school, especially the little giggles and the work that she does for our whole community. We did 

survive, so thanks to our other team members for filling some gaps.  

On Tuesday afternoon our staff attended a professional learning session with the region Education Improvement Leader 

(EIL), Gary Perrott. Gary presented a PL session about ôreading conferencesõ as part of our Literacy Reading block. Gary 

is a BASTOW Master of Literacy trainer and we will continue to work with him in Term 2 & 3 to provide valuable PL for 

our classroom teachers.  

This week we have a whole school excursion planned for our wonderful team of students. The students are very excited 

to be heading to Ballarat to visit the Goldrush Mini Golf followed by a movie at the Showbiz Cinemas at Delacombe. 

Thanks Ms Mac for planning this exciting excursion.  

Last week we had our School Council AGM, followed by our School Council Meeting. Our AGM includes the process of 

new nominations for members and roles. This year we had several vacant positions. We thank our past School Council 

Committee members for their work and support for our school, which is always appreciated. We welcome our new School 

Council Committee members and we look forward to working with you over the next two years. We wish to congratulate 

Amanda Conn as she was nominated to continue in her role as School Council President, Cilla Whittenham as Vice -

President, Kaitlyn Howell continues as Treasurer and Finance committee member. Our meeting that followed included 

a presentation of the 2021 School Annual Report which has now been endorsed by the SCP and will be uploaded on our 

website as soon as the document is checked by the DET quality assurance team. It was a pleasure to create the annual 

report, it is a really rewarding report that allows me to think about the whole year and what we have achieved together.  

Curriculum Days for 2022:  

Term 2: Tuesday 14/6/22 (day after the Queenõs birthday public holiday). 

Term 3: Monday 25/7/22  

Term 3: Friday 2/9/22  

Term 4: Monday 31/10/22 (day before the Melbourne Cup public holiday)  

Note: These may change due to unforeseen circumstances or planned cluster professional learning days.   

School holidays are fast approaching with one full week remaining. PLEASE NOTE, FRIDAY 8 TH  APRIL WILL BE AN 

EARLY FINISH, 2:20PM. Please make a note of this early finish, as last holidays, we had students still here an hour 

after school had finished. The staff will be offsite by 2:30, enjoying a well -deserved staff function, so we need your chil-

dren collected on time. Please be respectful of this. OSHC is operating and will cover the early finish. If you cannot col-

lect your children at the earlier time, then please register and book your children into the OSHC program.  

School starts back on TUESDAY 26 th  April, 2022. As ANZAC day is on the 25/4/22, our school would like to have an  

ANZAC service on the Tuesday morning commencing at around 9:15 -9:30. This will be held at the front of our school 

near the flag poles. Parents are welcome to attend. I will put a reminder on Facebook as well, just before school returns.  

This week we have included some information about Mental Health services in our newsletter, that can be accessed for 

students and adults. The DET is very much focused on wellbeing and mental health and we are trying our best to sup-

port our community by providing information about the different services available if required.  

Kimochis: I have included some Kimochis information as part of our Social & Emotional Learning (SEL) Program for 

families in this newsletter.  Your children should be able to explain what they are learning in the classroom with you. 

You should be able to hear lots of ôemotionsõ words and how we are learning to self-regulate and manage the emotions 

we may be feeling and experiencing.  



 

 

 

School Operations Guide: Covid19 Pandemic:  

wŀǇƛŘ ŀƴǝƎŜƴ ǘŜǎǝƴƎΥ  t[9!{9 /hb¢!/¢ ¢I9 {/Ihh[ {Ih¦[5 ¸h¦ w9v¦Lw9 ahw9 YL¢{Φ 

Free rapid antigen tests are available for all staff and students in Victorian schools during Term 1 2022. Rapid anti-

gen testing will be voluntary for all primary, secondary and specialist school students and staff. Please contact the 

office if more tests when required.   

Students and staff will do the tests at home and must report any positive test results to their school.  

If staff or students receive a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the Department of Health 

system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria ) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. Students (or 

their parents) must also report a positive result to their school, and then enter details on the VicEd COVID portal , 

this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7 -day isolation, and let the rest of the 

school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor their child/children for 

symptoms.  

 

When a student or staff member tests positive to Covid:  

Parents/carers should complete the Student COVID -19 COVID Test Portal  if a student  tests positive to COVID -19 

(via a PCR or rapid antigen test).  

Students are to isolate at home or in private accommodation for 7 days (inclusive of weekends) and do not attend 

school  during this period.  

Where a student  is a household contact of a positive case  (that is, they have spent more than four hours with 

someone who has COVID -19 inside a house, accommodation, or care facility) they must inform the school and isolate 

for seven days and not attend school during that period.  

Inform the school, that they have tested positive to COVID -19. 

A negative test is not required to return to school following completion of 7 days of isolation and are asymptomatic.  

The most important action our families can take to keep other students and staff safe is to keep their child/children 

home if they have any Covid symptoms. Staff will be expected to stay at home if they are unwell also. If any student 

or staff member attends school presenting with Covid Symptoms, they will be removed from the classroom to the 

first aid room, families will be called immediately to come and collect their child and staff will be sent home. Anyone 

with Covid symptoms will also need to isolate for seven days. There may be disruptions to schools and classrooms 

when staff are absent. The DET have made significant plans to support schools should there be a critical shortage of 

staff.  

ϝϝLathw¢!b¢Υ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ /h±L5-мфΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ т-Řŀȅ ƛǎƻƭŀǝƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōπ
ǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎȅƳǇǘƻƳŀǝŎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜ ǘŜǎǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ол ŘŀȅǎΦ  

Masks: Students in Years 3 ð 6 are expected to continue to wear a mask at school when indoors.  

 

I hope you all have a fantastic week.  

Krista Barnes  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests#report-a-positive-result-on-a-rapid-antigen-test
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Head lice are common in school -aged children and are the most adaptable of creatures. They have survived 

living solely on human heads for 10 000 years. You may be reassured to know that they are commonly 

found in places other than Talbot P.S.  

 

Some of the reasons they have survived for as long as they have are:  

¶ The six legs of a louse end in a claw, allowing them to grip the hair.  

¶ They detect vibration and can hide - (conditioner will help fix this problem)  

¶ Head lice can ôholdõ their breath for 20 mins ð looking like they are dead.  

¶ The eggs are attached to the hair with a ôglueõ like substance. Studies conducted on 45 different prod-

ucts to dissolve the ôglueõ showed nothing would dissolve it.  

 

The good newsé 

We know where they live and we know how to find them.  

If you follow these steps, once a week, the control of head lice in your home will be greatly improved.  

 

Step 1 Comb inexpensive hair conditioner in to dry, brushed (detangled) hair. This makes it difficult 

for lice to grip the hair or run around;  

Step 2 Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a paper towel or tissue;  

Step 3 Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice and eggs;  

Step 4 If lice or eggs are found, the child should be treated with a commercial headlice treatment;  

Step 5 If the child has been treated recently and only hatched eggs are found, you may not have to treat 

since the eggs could be from the old infection. If the eggs are òliveó they will appear a browny/ clear colour 

and if you run your fingers over them they will stick to the hair shaft. If the eggs are ôoldõ they appear 

white and will come off easily when you try to remove from the hair shaft.  

 

Please note, it is imperative to remain vigilant in checking your childrenõs hair and removing ALL live 

eggs. If the eggs arenõt all removed reinfestation may occur. 

If your child has head lice ð tell anyone who has had head to head contact with them, ask them to check 

their family for head lice and notify the school.  

 



 

 

TALBOT PRIMARY SCHOOLõS AIM: 

LETõS KEEP TALKING ABOUT MENTAL HEALTH 

 

 

We have included a brochure on Mental Health Services and Support in 

this newsletter.  

Please see below for some additional resources provided by a Paediatrician 

and some information about each link.  

 

This is a great article from the Raising Children Network that gives a 

great overview for parents: https://raisingchildren.net.au/for -professionals/

mental -health -resources/0-8-years-mental -health -and-wellbeing/about -

child -mental -health/mental -health -problems-in -children -3-8-years-signs-

and-support   

 

And the Beyond Blue website has the Pediatric Symptoms Checklist (PSC) 

that parents can complete in a couple of minutes to find out if their con-

cerns about their childõs mental health warrant further investigation: 

https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/age -6-12/mental -health -

conditions -in -children/child -mental -health -checklist  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fraisingchildren.net.au%2Ffor-professionals%2Fmental-health-resources%2F0-8-years-mental-health-and-wellbeing%2Fabout-child-mental-health%2Fmental-health-problems-in-children-3-8-years-signs-and
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fraisingchildren.net.au%2Ffor-professionals%2Fmental-health-resources%2F0-8-years-mental-health-and-wellbeing%2Fabout-child-mental-health%2Fmental-health-problems-in-children-3-8-years-signs-and
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fraisingchildren.net.au%2Ffor-professionals%2Fmental-health-resources%2F0-8-years-mental-health-and-wellbeing%2Fabout-child-mental-health%2Fmental-health-problems-in-children-3-8-years-signs-and
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fraisingchildren.net.au%2Ffor-professionals%2Fmental-health-resources%2F0-8-years-mental-health-and-wellbeing%2Fabout-child-mental-health%2Fmental-health-problems-in-children-3-8-years-signs-and
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhealthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au%2Fage-6-12%2Fmental-health-conditions-in-children%2Fchild-mental-health-checklist&data=04%7C01%7CKrista.Barnes%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4f1f0cc72c4b4f23d47608d
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhealthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au%2Fage-6-12%2Fmental-health-conditions-in-children%2Fchild-mental-health-checklist&data=04%7C01%7CKrista.Barnes%40education.vic.gov.au%7C4f1f0cc72c4b4f23d47608d


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Whatõs happening in Prep-1-2 

 

This week has been full of fun experiences, collaborating, sharing and working together as a team. We 

have collaborated on problem solving tasks in maths and supported each other in our reading and 

writing. P -1-2 worked hard to complete some assessments this week, we continued to use our technol-

ogy to explore our mathemat ical knowledge with count ing and sequencing and developed our  wr i t ing 

skills. We continued prepping for the Big Write in Week 11 on narrative writing and worked on the 

conventions of writing, specifically letter formation. We had a lovely time at the whole -school excur-

sion on Thursday, it was great to have such a rich social experience with all students and celebrate an 

amazing 1 st term.  

Whatõs on in week 11:  

Reading:  We will continue to revisit some topics from earlier in the term. We will allow time for 

reading assessments to take place as well as reading conferences. Students will be focusing on record-

ing and researching the ôtrickyõ words they come across in their reading. These are words that they 

donõt know how to pronounce OR can pronounce it but arenõt sure what it means. Please continue to 

develop studentsõ comprehension when reading at home, questions as simple as ôwhat happened at 

the end?õ and ôwhat was the problem?õ Etc can be valuable. 

Writing: We will continue working on our current Words their Way sorts, honing our letter formation 

skills and preparing for the Big Write in narrative writing. Students will have opportunities to devel-

op, refine and visualise their story ideas, synthesising what they understand about narrative writing 

and applying that knowledge in activities.  

Maths:   We will be revising previous topics relating to number. We will be allowing time for studentsõ 

assessment to take place and any individual conferencing to occur where students can revisit topics 

specific to their area of need in mathematics.  

 



 

 

Whatõs happening in Grade 3/4 

 

Grade 3/4 has been kicking goals this week.  In Literacy the students have built their knowledge of open and 

closed syllables to help us read and spell our longer words.  We have looked at words such as Tiger has 2 syl-

lables.  ôTiõ being an open syllable where the vowel says its long sound and ôgerõ a closed syllable with a conso-

nant either side of the vowel so it says its short vowel sound like in egg.  In writing, the students have contin-

ued to look at narratives, focusing on building great descriptions that help our readers build mental pictures 

of the story.  In Numeracy, we have done testing to make sure everyone is on track and to help me plan the 

term 2 activities over the term break.  New learning in Numeracy has included ways we can use number 

lines and other tools to efficiently solve addition and subtraction problems with number machines.  

In STEM the students have planned eucalypt tree seeds that we have harvested from around the school 

grounds.  We hope they germinate before the end of the term so we can record our observations in our STEM 

journal.  This will help us study the life cycle of plants and the dependency of other animals in Australia on 

eucalypt trees.  While we missed out on our Humanities lesson this week, I am sure the kids enjoyed mini -

golf and the movies just a little more.  It has been a long term and the kids will have appreciated a change 

from the daily routines.  

Next Week:  

In Literacy, the students will finalise and publish the stories that they have been busily planning and draft-

ing for the past week.   In reading we will continue to look at syllables to help work out unknown words.  

Mathõs will shift into number patterns that use addition, subtraction and multiplication to continue the  

pattern.  

 



 

 

 

Whatõs happening in the 5/6 class. 

 

This week has been another busy one in our classroom. Our students presented their Volume projects, and 

everyone explained the process that they went through to work out the Volume of their robot really well. 

The lesson on Capacity was a fun one in the sunshine, trying to work out which container had the biggest to 

smallest Capacity.  

 

Our Narratives are all coming along really well and most students are up to publishing their final stories. 

These will be presented next week and I canõt wait to hear how students deliver their pieces of work.  

 

I have been really impressed with the effort students and families are putting into their home reading, with 

a number of students hitting 50 nights reading this term and almost all students reading for 25 night. This 

is a fantastic achievement. Donõt forget to keep reading over the holidays, these points will be added to your 

Class Dojo tally for Term 2.  

 

Whatõs happening next week? 

Reading: Students will be looking at the Authorõs Purpose of texts as they read. 

Writing: Next week students will be busy publishing their Narratives and celebrating a story that they 

have written. We will also be looking at Persuasive writing in preparation for Term 2.  

Math: We will be working on Number using the 4 Operations.  

 

 



 

 



 

 


