
 

 

Talbot Primary School  
RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY PERSISTENCE TEAMWORK HONESTY  

Term 1 Week 2ñ 4th February  2022  

 

We would like to acknowledge the  Dja Dja Wurrung, Traditional Custodians of the land where Talbot Primary 

School is situated. We would also like to acknowledge our Elders, past, present and future.  

A message from the Principal  

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone,  

Welcome back to all our students this week for their start to the 2022 School Year.  

We are super proud of our students for bringing their smiles, energy, love of learning and showing all of our school values o n Day 1. 

It is the biggest pleasure I have, when I walk past each classroom on their first day of school and observe student engagemen t and 

learning. It has been a pleasure to see friendships reconnect and new ones being formed. I call them ôgoosebumpõ moments and tha t 

is what I experienced on Tuesday morning, well done to all of you. Week One is all about settling in and learning about their  new 

classroom routines and expectations. The aim of a classroom teacher is to set the ôclassroom cultureõ as quickly as possible to en-

sure that the whole year will operate effectively. The teachers have also had an amazing start. We have ES staff on deck to s upport 

every child in every classroom. Great teamwork.  

Jo has been very busy in the front office, completing end of 2021 year administrative duties and establishing the start of th e new 

school year. You would have received an envelope with administrative documents from the office. These documents are extremely  

important and most of them will require you to read with your child, sign and return to school. Without these documents, your  

child may miss opportunities. We also enclosed our new School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Plan (SWPBSP), which has been 

implemented across the school this week. Having a well structed SWPB program ensures all students and families understand the  

behavioural expectations of a school. We are very lucky at Talbot and we do not have significant issues around behaviour, how ever, 

all schools develop a behaviour program to ensure all students are safe and happy.  

 

Attendance: Every Minute Matters: School attendance is a legal requirement for all school aged students unless they are  

registered f or home learning. It is an expectation that students attend school every day, unless they are unwell. It is the  

responsibility of the parent/carer to notify the school of their childõs absence. Please ring the school or text a message on th e school 

mobile to  

advise us if your child will be absent. If we do not receive notification, it is a legal requirement for schools to ring the families and 

check on non-attendance. We would greatly appreciate being notified by 9am each day, so that we can inform classroom teachers 

and the roll can be marked correctly. Our Goldfields Cluster group of schools will continue to promote EMM every day across our 

region. We have also engaged a marketing professional to help us get our message out in the community. We are working closely  

with the Goldfields Shire and Go Goldfields Hub staff to improve school attendance in our whole region, in all schools. Pleas e see 

attached to this newsletter, a visual graph of the accumulation of student non -attendance when these patterns are formed. It is 

absolutely alarming!  

Breakfast club commenced this week, thank you to our School Council President, Amanda and Cilla for making the first breakfas ts 

of 2022 so yummy. Our students absolutely love brekky at school, and we thank our volunteers for enabling this valuable progr am 

to operate 3 times per week. If you are interested in joining the volunteer list for breakfast club, please see Amanda or req uest her 

phone number from the office, as she will be organising rosters and will manage this program. All volunteers must practise Co vid  

Safe Behaviours i.e., fully vaccinated, QR code sign in and wearing masks.  

Tutoring Program:  

Our Tutoring teacher, Miss Shaynee Amendola commenced the Tutoring Learning Program TLI this week. Each group completed 

an activity which will provide the teacher with some very important knowledge about how each of the students feel about mathe-

matics and learning.  

Professional Learning PL ð for staff:  

Last Friday and Monday, the staff team participated in a series of Professional Learning sessions. We had a successful Induct ion 

on Friday and shared important information and documentation to support our new teaching team and all staff. Our main focus o f 

learning on Monday was ôAttendanceõ, we participated in a session called ôSchool Refusal and Re-engagement. Every Minute Mat-

ters means exactly that, for student learning achievement and student wellbeing.  



 

 

 

School Operations Guide: Covid19 Pandemic:  

All our families have received their packs of RAT Kits for the first two weeks of school. Thank you for your support. Once 

the next delivery is received, we will message our families immediately and I will distribute these the same way as the first  

kits.  

wŀǇƛŘ ŀƴǝƎŜƴ ǘŜǎǝƴƎΥ 

Free rapid antigen tests will be made available for all staff and students in Victorian schools for the first 4 weeks of Term  1 

2022. Rapid antigen testing will be voluntary for all primary, secondary and specialist school students and staff.  

Table 1: Summary of rapid antigen testing recommendations for schools  

 
Students and staff will do the tests at home and must report any positive test results to their school.  

If staff or students receive a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the Department of Health sys-

tem (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria ) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. Students (or their parents) 

must also report a positive result to their school, either through the VicEd COVID portal  or by phone or written notification; 

this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7 -day isolation, and let the rest of the school  

community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms.  

{ǘŀũ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǳǎƛƴƎ 9ŘǳtŀȅΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘΦ !ƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ǿƘƻ 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǊŀǇƛŘ ŀƴǝƎŜƴ ǘŜǎǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀǘ ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦŎƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎΦǾƛŎΦƎƻǾΦŀǳκǊŀǇƛŘ-ŀƴǝƎŜƴ-
ǘŜǎǘǎΦ 

When a student or staff member tests positive to Covid:  

Isolate at home or in private accommodation for 7 days (inclusive of weekends) and do not attend school  during this peri-

od. 

Inform the school, that they have tested positive to COVID -19. 

A negative test is not required to return to school following completion of 7 days of isolation and are asymptomatic.  

The most important action our families can take to keep other students and staff safe is to keep their child/children home if  

they have any Covid symptoms. Staff will be expected to stay at home if they are unwell also. If any student or staff mem-

ber attends school presenting with Covid Symptons, they will be removed from the classroom to the first aid room, families 

will be called immediately to come and collect their child and staff will be sent home. Anyone with Covid symptoms will also 

need to isolate for seven days. There may be disruptions to schools and classrooms when staff are absent. The DET have 

made significant plans to support schools should there be a critical shortage of staff.  

ϝϝLathw¢!b¢Υ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ /h±L5-мфΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ т-Řŀȅ ƛǎƻƭŀǝƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 
ŀǎȅƳǇǘƻƳŀǝŎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜ ǘŜǎǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ол ŘŀȅǎΦ  

Masks: Students in Years 3 ð 6 must  wear a mask at school when indoors unless a medical exemption has been issued. The 

school will need to receive a copy of this exemption.  

It has been fabulous to see our students learning in the open spaces of our school yard. Weather permitting, this practice 

will continue.  

 

Parent / Teacher phone interviews: Please complete form that has been sent home and return as soon as  

possible. Due date by 7 th  February. If we do not receive these forms back, we will assume parents are not re-

questing an interview with their classroom teacher.  

I hope you all have a fantastic week.  

Krista Barnes  

Category  Recommended rapid antigen testing schedule  

Primary school staff and students  Twice weekly (school days)  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests#report-a-positive-result-on-a-rapid-antigen-test
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au
https://edupay.eduweb.vic.gov.au/
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests


 

 



 

 



 

 

Whatõs happening in Prep-1-2! 

Welcome to the 2022 school year and a big welcome to the new families joining us this year! I am so excited 

about the cohort in P -1-2 and what a hardworking, enthusiastic and lovely team they all are. Well done to all 

students in P -1-2 on starting the school year off on a positive note, it can be a tiring first week, however all stu-

dents have been giving it their absolute best. Iõm looking forward to an awesome year at Talbot Primary and 

helping to grow the young minds in the P -1-2 classroom.  

Whatõs on in week 3? 

Reading:  Our focus for next week is on ômaking connectionsõ to text, more specifically, relating a text to yourself 

as the reader. It might be helpful when reading at home to ask questions about the character or story and how 

you could relate to that character. For example, sharing the same likes and dislikes or even a similar appear-

ance. Looking at the pictures and whatõs happening in them can be very helpful when reading and a great habit 

to support!  

Writing:  We will be looking at writing recounts about our holidays and events that happened during the break! 

Our grammar focus is on full stops and organising our writing to ensure we include full stops where they are 

needed.  

Maths:  Our maths topic this week is ônumber and place valueõ. This will involve understanding the language we 

use in numeracy and what different terms mean. For year 1õs and 2õs, skip counting will be highlighted this 

week. Skip counting by  twos, threes, fives and tens is our main focus and can be practiced at home. If you are 

looking for an extra challenge, start at any random point between 0 -100 rather than starting at 0.  

 



 

 

Whatõs happening in Grade 3/4 

I would like to say a huge congratulations to all students who have all settled into the new school year beautifully.  

This week we have gotten to know each other and explored what makes the perfect classroom.  On our transition day 

last year, the students helped me design our classroom layout and they seem pleased that I have managed to include all 

their suggestions.  In building a supportive classroom, we have looked at ôbucket dippersõ and ôbucket fillersõ and how 

actions like being kind and friendly will ôfill other peopleõs bucketsõ and fill our own too. 

I am looking forward to reading the studentõs recounts of their holidays this weekend. 

Looking ahead to week 3:  

Reading:  Our strategy this week is showing our comprehension through making con-

nections to ourselves, other texts or the real world.     

Writing:  This week we will continue to develop our knowledge and ability to write a 

recount, looking at how we organise and what the features of a recount are.  The skill 

we will be focusing on will be capital letters and full -stops in our writing.  

Maths:  Our maths topic this week is measurement.  You could support your childõs 

learning by having conversations about where and how you use measurement in your 

lives such as cooking, building things or even putting petrol in the car at the petrol pump.  

 



 

 

Whatõs happening in the 5/6 class. 

It was fabulous seeing our Year 5 and 6 Champs back in the classroom this week and we are off to 

a really positive start to the 2022 school year.  

 

We are really pushing home reading again this year, as reading is so important across all learning 

areas and is an important life skill to practise and develop. It was wonderful to see all diaries at 

school on Wednesday, I was so impressed!  

This week we have been working on setting up our classroom expectations, values and culture. We 

have settled into our 5/6 class really well, which is so important in creating a positive learning 

space for everyone. 

Whatõs on next week? 

Reading:  Our focus will be questioning to understand what we are reading, while we are reading. 

This is an important skill that helps with comprehension.  

Writing:  Students will begin the genre, recounts. We work on each genre for a number of weeks.  

Maths:  We are continuing to work on Place Value again next week.  

 



 

 


