
 

 

Talbot Primary School 
RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY PERSISTENCE TEAMWORK HONESTY 

Term 1 Week 7 — 11th March 2022 

 

We would like to acknowledge the  Dja Dja Wurrung, Traditional Custodians of the land where Talbot Primary 

School is situated. We would also like to acknowledge our Elders, past, present and future. 

A message from the Principal  

 Hello everyone, 

On Monday our whole school took to the streets of Talbot to support ‘Clean Up Australia Day’ which was on Sun-

day 6th March, 2022. It was our first time offsite with the whole school, our new Preps and Maia, our wellbeing 

dog. Due to the weather, which ended up being quite hot, we walked around a couple of streets and ended up at 

the wonderful play park and had some fun using the sports and play equipment before returning to school. It was 

actually nice to see how well-kept Talbot community looks. We did find some rubbish; however, our bags were def-

initely not full. On our return to school we all had lunch together and then we provided some icy poles to cool the 

kids down. Thank you to those families for getting their local excursion form signed and returned to school. It will 

be great to be able to take a class or whole school out into the community for different reasons and rewards, such 

as, a walk to the park to do some exercise followed by play. 

 

On Tuesday we welcomed the DET KESO – Koorie Education Support Officer to our school. Simon is working 

with one of our students to review and update our ‘Acknowledgement to Country’. During the visit, we also dis-

cussed the planning of a Koorie Garden which we hope to complete this year. You may not have noticed yet, due 

to the roadworks, but we have had the large gas bottle and cage removed from the side of the school so that this 

space can be developed into the Year 6 Avenue of Honour tree planting and Koorie ‘Gathering Garden’. On this 

site, we are also installing another garage/shed, which will be used the ‘class’ set of pushbikes we are purchasing 

with our sports grant funds later this year. I will be consulting with our local Koorie families and students for the 

initial planning phase of our Koorie Gathering Garden.  

 

On Tuesday, our Year 5/6s participated in an online session provided by the State Library – Victoria with a 

presentation of announcing the new 2022 Australian Children’s Laureate (authors). Please ask your child to tell 

you about this session. We were offered this session by an organisation called ARDOCH, who will be providing a 

wonderful program for our Year 5/6s this year. The program is called: ‘Learning through Lunch Program’.  As 

part of this program, our school has just received a $2000.00 resource pack to support the lunch program. We 

have received class aprons for all students (MasterChef style), a commercial toastie appliance – Roband Contact 6 

Slice Grill, (grill used by Ballarat’s Tim Bone’s Toasties produce – ex MasterChef contestant), cheese graters plus 

a $450.00 Woolies food voucher to purchase ingredients the 5/6 students will use as part of the cooking lunch pro-

gram. Many years ago I worked with ARDOCH and the programs they provided for schools were fabulous. I have 

reached out to them and asked to be included in their latest program and our school was invited to be a part of 

ARDOCH’s regional schools. I cannot wait to sit down to lunch with the 5/6 team and enjoy their cooking skills, I 

am sure their families will also enjoy the skills they will learn at school in making gourmet toasties. 

 

On Wednesday, our DET Speech Therapist, Helen, attended school to work with students and ES staff. Helen will 

also be starting to look at Preps and other new students who may need to be assessed in speech and language. We 

also started our day with the Maryborough Addy visiting school to take some pictures of our students enjoying 

their Breakfast through our Breakfast Club program. In Victoria, Breakfast Club is celebrating 20 million break-

fasts they have provided to Victorian schools over the last six years. Well done, we love our Breakfast Club and a 

huge thank you to our team of volunteers, led by our School Council President, Amanda Conn. Lookout for the 

article in the Addy. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We are looking at planning a whole school excursion in Week 10, possibly Thursday 31/3/22 more details will be 

provided when bookings are confirmed. Year 6s will participate in a ‘Cluster Transition Excursion’ on Thursday 

7/4/21 to Bendigo. We may be asking families to take their child into Maryborough to meet the bus on that day at 

an earlier time. More details will follow shortly. 

 

OSHC Program: Sam Dunn, TheirCare Coordinator will be adding an insert in our newsletter each week. 

Please check it out, pop in or give Sam a call if you are interested. Please note: OSHC program will operate under 

the DET School Operations Guide. See below for some of the relevant information for families.  

 

School Operations Guide: Covid19 Pandemic: 

Rapid antigen testing:  PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL SHOULD YOU REQUIRE MORE KITS. 
Free rapid antigen tests are available for all staff and students in Victorian schools during Term 1 2022. Rapid 

antigen testing will be voluntary for all primary, secondary and specialist school students and staff. Please con-

tact the office if more tests when required.   

Students and staff will do the tests at home and must report any positive test results to their school. 

If staff or students receive a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the Department of 

Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. Stu-

dents (or their parents) must also report a positive result to their school, and then enter details on the VicEd 

COVID portal, this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and 

let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor 

their child/children for symptoms. 

 
When a student or staff member tests positive to Covid: 

Parents/carers should complete the Student COVID-19 COVID Test Portal if a student tests positive to COVID-

19 (via a PCR or rapid antigen test). 

Students are to isolate at home or in private accommodation for 7 days (inclusive of weekends) and do not at-

tend school during this period. 

Where a student is a household contact of a positive case (that is, they have spent more than four hours 

with someone who has COVID-19 inside a house, accommodation, or care facility) they must inform the school 

and isolate for seven days and not attend school during that period.  

Inform the school, that they have tested positive to COVID-19. 

A negative test is not required to return to school following completion of 7 days of isolation and are asymptomat-

ic. 

The most important action our families can take to keep other students and staff safe is to keep their child/

children home if they have any Covid symptoms. Staff will be expected to stay at home if they are unwell also. If 

any student or staff member attends school presenting with Covid Symptoms, they will be removed from the 

classroom to the first aid room, families will be called immediately to come and collect their child and staff will be 

sent home. Anyone with Covid symptoms will also need to isolate for seven days. There may be disruptions to 

schools and classrooms when staff are absent. The DET have made significant plans to support schools should 

there be a critical shortage of staff. 

**IMPORTANT: Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19, have completed their 7-day isolation period and are 
subsequently asymptomatic do not need to undertake surveillance testing for 30 days.  
Masks: Students in Years 3 – 6 are expected to continue to wear a mask at school when indoors. 

 

I hope you all have a fantastic week. 

Krista Barnes  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests#report-a-positive-result-on-a-rapid-antigen-test
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au


 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

What’s happening in Prep-1-2! 

We had an opportunity to help our community this week and ‘clean up’ Talbot. Following Clean Up 

Australia Day, we worked as a whole-school team to collaboratively tidy up the Talbot community. We 

were able to explore Talbot and even play on the local playground. We’ve had many opportunities this 

week to work collaboratively whether through whole-school games, buddies or groups in our home-

group classes. It has been so lovely to see these shared experiences, especially with our preps and sen-

ior students. Support, kindness and empathy have been shown throughout our classroom and has 

been our focus throughout all our subjects and tasks.  

What’s on in week 8:  

Reading: We will continue to make predictions in our reading this week, remembering to question at 

the start and at the middle for what will happen at the end of a story. We are also focusing on backing

-up and re-reading when something doesn’t make sense in our reading or we are distracted.  

Writing: We will continue to focus on narrative writing and developing our narrative writing skills. 

We will continue developing the stories focused on in week 7 as well as publishing our class story. 

Continue to build students’ creative storytelling skills by having them tell you a story, thinking about 

character, setting and a problem and solution!  

Maths:  We will be looking at shapes 2D and 3D! we will look at features of shapes, recognising and 

naming them as well as what shapes can be observed in a real-world context. To support students at 

home, you may like to discuss shapes you see every day, what their names is and what features you 

notice about that shape i.e., number of faces and sides, whether they’re 2D or 3D etc.  

 

 



 

 

What’s happening in Grade 3/4 

This week in Grade 3/4 we have continued to build our understanding of how to write a narrative.  We have 

done this by exploring what goes into the orientation, complication and resolution of a narrative.  This learn-

ing has been locked in by playing a song that is a real ear worm which outlines that a narrative can be sum-

mariesed as: somebody, wanted or did something, but, so, then what?  I am sure most of the kids will happily 

sing it or play it on their devices.  In reading we have explored making and altering predictions and support-

ing those predictions by being a Text Detective that looks for clues in the book or uses our own experiences or 

knowledge of other books.  In numeracy this week we have completed our Essential Assessments Online and 

had some great discussions about shapes to find out what the children already know about shapes that will 

guide the next two weeks learning.     

This week I am reminded of another quote:   

"Life's tragedy is that we get old too soon and wise too late."- Benjamin Franklin.  

I am in no doubt most parents have heard that Mr B. fell over playing British Bulldogs when I found the une-

ven ground with my shoulder on the way down.  While some may have seen this as an embarring moment 

where age caught up with ability; I like to reflect on it as a learning experience. I learnt how wonderful and 

caring all the kids were when they thought I was hurt. 

Looking Forward to Week 8  

Literacy:  

We will continue to work on our Narrative writing skills by developing ideas from stimulus pictures.  We will 

then use these ideas or ‘seeds’ to grow our narratives into amazing stories where complications are solved 

and stories are resolved.  We will develop our knowledge and understanding of Adverbs and Adjectives so we 

can add awesome descriptions and take our readers on an adventure.  In reading we will focus on under-

standing the author’s meaning and backing up and re-reading when we lose tack.    

Numeracy: 

In numeracy we will continue to look at shapes and move from the features of 2D and 3D shapes to building 

models of prisms and looking at symmetry.   Hopefully the weather stays fine so we can explore symmetry in 

nature.   

Humanities: 

Last week, the students noted what they think they know about aboriginal people, their culture and what 

they would like to know. I have taken these responses and have begun building lessons to hopefully, let the 

children explore some of these ideas. Bush tucker, farming, housing and Dreaming stories all rated high on 

their feedback forms as areas of interest.  

 



 

 

What’s happening in the 5/6 class. 

On Tuesday students participated in a live broadcast from the State Library of Victoria where the 

2022 and 2023 Australian Children’ Laureate was announced. A Laureate is a person who is hon-

oured with an award for outstanding creative or intellectual achievement. The Australian Chil-

dren's Laureate Foundation (ACLF) announced Gabrielle Wang as the Australian Children's 

Laureate for 2022-23. A talented artist and gifted writer of over 20 acclaimed books, Gabrielle is 

the seventh Australian Children's Laureate since the program began in Australia in 2008. The 

Year 5 and 6 students enjoyed watching a traditional Chinese Dragon dance, learning about Ga-

brielle and we followed Gabrielle’s instructions on how to draw a dragon. This was a fun session 

and we entered a competition to win one of Gabrielle’s books for each student in our class. 

 

I would like to congratulate all students on their home reading efforts so far this term, it is really 

impressive to see so many diaries coming into school each day and the number of nights students 

are reading at home. Thank you to everyone for their support and time at home. 

 

What’s happening next week? 

Reading: Our focus will be turning to interesting words. 

Writing: Narrative writing continues next week and students will be starting the editing and pub-

lishing process of the individual Narrative they have been writing. They are coming along really 

well. 

Maths: We are continuing with Volume and will then move into Capacity. 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Head lice are common in school-aged children and we have had a few reports of them here at 

school again, they are the most adaptable of creatures. They have survived living solely on hu-

man heads for 10 000 years. You may be reassured to know that they are commonly found in 

places other than Talbot P.S. Some of the reasons they have survived for as long as they have 

are:  

  

 - (conditioner will help fix this problem)  

 – looking like they are dead.  



ferent products to dissolve the ‘glue’ showed nothing would dissolve it.  

The good news… We know where they live and we know how to find them. If you follow these 

steps, once a week, the control of head lice in your home will be greatly improved.  

Step1 Comb inexpensive hair conditioner into dry, brushed (detangled) hair. This makes it dif-

ficult for lice to grip the hair or run around;  

Step 2 Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a paper towel or tissue;  

Step 3 Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice and eggs;  

Step 4 If lice or eggs are found, the child should be treated with a commercial head lice treat-

ment;  

Step 5 If the child has been treated recently and only hatched eggs are found, you may not 

have to treat since the eggs could be from the old infection. If the eggs are “live” they will ap-

pear a browny/ clear colour and if you run your fingers over them they will stick to the hair 

shaft. If the eggs are ‘old’ they appear white and will come off easily when you try to remove 

from the hair shaft.  

Please note, it is imperative to remain vigilant in checking your children’s hair and removing 

ALL live eggs. If the eggs aren’t all removed reinfestation may occur. If your child has head lice 

– tell anyone who has had head to head contact with them, ask them to check their family for 

head lice and notify the school.  

It is school policy (and that of the Department of Health) that if live lice are found on your 

child at school, they must be taken home to be treated and returned only after this process has 

commenced  



 

 

DATES TO REMEBER 

 

Monday 14th March 

Public Holiday  

 

Thursday 17th March 

School Council AGM and 

meeting 

 

Thursday 31st March  

Whole School Excursion -

Ballarat 

 

Thursday 7th April  

Year 6 Cluster Transition 

Day –Bendigo 

 

Friday 8th April  

Last Day Term 1 2:20pm 

finish 

Rowe Street, Talbot 3371 

Phone: (03) 5463 2373 

Mob: 0491 206 986 

Talbot.ps@ 

education.vic.gov.au 

www.talbotps.vic.edu.au 

Bank Account Details 

for Direct Deposits. 

Talbot Primary School  

Official Account 

BSB 06 3519 

Account Number 1006 3494 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL INFORMATION 
 

TALBOT PRIMARY SCHOOL VISION 

 

Talbot Primary School is a happy and safe learning 

environment where students are inspired to achieve 

their best academically, while making a positive 

contribution to their community.  At Talbot Primary 

School, students are encouraged to be independent 

learners who are confident in themselves and their 

learning and are able to embrace challenges.  Students 

are supported to be resilient, open minded, kind, 

caring and respectful of others and responsible for 

their actions 

 

 

FROM OUR STUDENTS 

Talbot Primary School Students are helpful, persistent 

and responsible.  We try our best to be a good friend, 

to be a good sport, to support each other and to put 

maximum effort into our learning.   

Our values are an important part of our unique school. 

We live by our school values. 

Bank Account Details for 

Direct Deposits. 

Talbot Primary School  

Official Account 

BSB 06 3519 

Account Number 1006 3494 

 

SECONDED-HAND UNIFORM 

We have been busily distributing 

uniforms to students who have  

appeared to have grown a large 

amount over the holidays. 

We have a lot of second-hand uni-

forms in stock at the moment so if 

you need any items please let us 

know. 

We also have in stock new items 

as well for families to purchase. 

 
 

http://www.talbotps.vic.edu.au


 

 



 

 



 

 

What’s Happening at Talbot Primary School 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

14Week 8 

Labour Day  

Public Holiday 

Student Free 

15 16 17 

School Council 

AGM  and Gen-

eral Meeting 

18 19 20 

21Week 9 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28Week 10 29 30 31 

Whole School 

Excursion  

Ballarat 

   

March 2022 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4Week 11 5 6 7 

Year 6 Cluster 

Transition Day 

Bendigo 

8 

Last day Term 1, 

2:20 finish 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25Term 2 

         Week 1 

ANZAC Day 

26 

First Day  

Term 2 

27 28 29 30  

April 2022 


