
 

 

Talbot Primary School  
RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY PERSISTENCE TEAMWORK HONESTY  

Term 1 Week 8 ñ 18th March 2022  

 

We would like to acknowledge the  Dja Dja Wurrung, Traditional Custodians of the land where Talbot Primary 

School is situated. We would also like to acknowledge our Elders, past, present and future.  

A message from the Principal  

  

Hello everyone,  

I hope the long weekend was enjoyable for our families and community. I know the staff made the most of having the 

extra day, as I did.  

The weeks seem to be speeding up at the moment, with lots to achieve before the end of Term One.  

On Tuesday, our staff participated in a Professional Learning presentation by the DET Safe Schools team. Our topic 

was Gender/Transgender. The topic was very well presented and enabled our team to understand more about the 

LGTBIQ+ community and how the school can work together to support this group. Talbot PS strongly supports diversi-

ty and inclusion and this is another area that we will celebrate as part of our wonderful school community. At the last 

school council meeting, I presented a series of ôInclusion Postersõ demonstrating our support and these will be displayed 

around the school and on our website. Our deeper understanding and support of the LGTNIQ+ community will ensure 

that all students who attend TPS will feel welcome, be safe and be supported by our staff team and their peers. I am 

always extremely proud of our commitment to diversity and inclusion for all our students, staff and families.  

On Wednesday, we invited Amy Dewar, the Tutoring Learning Initiative Coordinator to our school to provide Profes-

sional Learning for our classroom teachers. Amy has been a tremendous support to our school and all of our Tutoring 

staff over the last eighteen months. She does love to visit Talbot and is always happy to provide positive feedback on 

how we are delivering the TLI program. The feedback from teachers after each one to one session was excellent, they 

were all very happy with the content, learning and knowledge they gained from their session. Next Monday, Amy will 

present a video recording in our meeting on data analysis and how to use the data to inform student point  of need for 

planning as a follow up to this weekõs session. I also participated in a fabulous professional learning presentation on 

ôLeading School Improvementõ by Mary Jean Gallagher, a leader in the educational field in Canada. I am looking for-

ward to presenting part of this presentation to my staff team on our next curriculum day. Also on Wednesday, I attend-

ed a Dunolly Cluster Principal Meeting to discuss school camps. I have requested that Talbot and Tarnagulla join Du-

nolly and Timor for camps from 2023. There are several reasons for this request. Both Talbot and Tarnagulla are small 

schools and our numbers for a 3/4 camp and 5/6 camp are very small. Most camps now have minimum numbers, which 

means we cannot attend those camps or we are placed with other schools that could be from anywhere in Victoria. To be 

able to attend camp with our cluster schools is another positive interaction for our students to mix and meet future 

friends that they may attend secondary school with. Whilst we do several day excursions to support our Cluster Transi-

tion Program, camps would take the level of connectedness and friendships to another level. At the moment I am trying 

to book a camp for the Year 3 to Year 6s for both Talbot and Tarnagulla. Camps are heavily booked, trying to catch up 

on the last two years, we will try our very best to secure a camp for our students this year, however, it will not be a sep-

arate camp for  Year  3/4s and 5/6s as we normally would do. More informat ion on camps wil l  be provided when detai ls 

are confirmed.  

On Thursday I will attend the Mount Alexander and Goldfields (MtAG) Executive meeting. The committee works to-

gether to provide the professional learning agenda and organise presentations for the MtAG Principal Forum to be held 

next week. This Friday, there will be no assembly.  

Several notes have been sent home this week. One is for our Cluster Cross Country event, we desparately need volun-

teers to help out on the day, this event is held in Dunolly. We have also planned our whole school excursion, thank you 

Mrs Mac. The excursion should be a great day out for our students , there is no charge for this excursion. Our aim is to 

support the wellbeing of our wonderful students and to help support families by not passing on any charges.  

 

 



 

 

 

OSHC Program: Sam Dunn, TheirCare Coordinator will be adding an insert in our newsletter each week. 

Please check it out, pop in or give Sam a call if you are interested. Please note: OSHC program will operate under 

the DET School Operations Guide.  See below for some of the relevant information for families.   

 

School Operations Guide: Covid19 Pandemic:  

wŀǇƛŘ ŀƴǝƎŜƴ ǘŜǎǝƴƎΥ  t[9!{9 /hb¢!/¢ ¢I9 {/Ihh[ {Ih¦[5 ¸h¦ w9v¦Lw9 ahw9 YL¢{Φ 

Free rapid antigen tests are available for all staff and students in Victorian schools during Term 1 2022. Rapid 

antigen testing will be voluntary for all primary, secondary and specialist school students and staff. Please con-

tact the office if more tests when required.   

Students and staff will do the tests at home and must report any positive test results to their school.  

If staff or students receive a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the Department of 

Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria ) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. Stu-

dents (or their parents) must also report a positive result to their school, and then enter details on the VicEd 

COVID portal , this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7 -day isolation, and 

let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor 

their child/children for symptoms.  

 

When a student or staff member tests positive to Covid:  

Parents/carers should complete the Student COVID -19 COVID Test Portal  if a student  tests positive to COVID -

19 (via a PCR or rapid antigen test).  

Students are to isolate at home or in private accommodation for 7 days (inclusive of weekends) and do not at-

tend school  during this period.  

Where a student  is a household contact of a positive case  (that is, they have spent more than four hours 

with someone who has COVID -19 inside a house, accommodation, or care facility) they must inform the school 

and isolate for seven days and not attend school during that period.  

Inform the school, that they have tested positive to COVID -19. 

A negative test is not required to return to school following completion of 7 days of isolation and are asymptomat-

ic. 

The most important action our families can take to keep other students and staff safe is to keep their child/

children home if they have any Covid symptoms. Staff will be expected to stay at home if they are unwell also. If 

any student or staff member attends school presenting with Covid Symptoms, they will be removed from the 

classroom to the first aid room, families will be called immediately to come and collect their child and staff will be 

sent home. Anyone with Covid symptoms will also need to isolate for seven days. There may be disruptions to 

schools and classrooms when staff are absent. The DET have made significant plans to support schools should 

there be a critical shortage of staff.  

ϝϝLathw¢!b¢Υ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ /h±L5-мфΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ т-Řŀȅ ƛǎƻƭŀǝƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 
ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎȅƳǇǘƻƳŀǝŎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜ ǘŜǎǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ол ŘŀȅǎΦ  

Masks: Students in Years 3 ð 6 are expected to continue to wear a mask at school when indoors.  

 

I hope you all have a fantastic week.  

Krista Barnes  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests#report-a-positive-result-on-a-rapid-antigen-test
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au


 

 



 

 



 

 

Whatõs happening in Prep-1-2! 

 

After a lovely rest over the long weekend P -1-2 was feeling rejuvenated and ready to learn for 

week 8. Weõve had some lovely experiences in our Social-Emotional Learning this week, our 

specialist classes which Iõm sure students are showing you how to spell their name or show 

you which letters are in their name in Auslan. P -1-2 has demonstrated school values this 

week through teamwork and responsibility. For example, putting chairs up and down with-

out prompting, helping others when we drop or spill our things and showing empathy to-

wards one another during our learning and sharing. Well, done P -1-2! 

Whatõs on in week 9:  

Reading:  We will revisit some topics from earlier in the term like making connections, text 

to text, text to self and text to world. This area needed more time and it will be revisitied for 

that reason! All the while we will be practicing and developing our reading skill of: Skip a 

word and come back to it.  You can practice this at home by skipping a tricky word and com-

ing back to it to evaluate it. After learning how to say the word and the wordõs meaning you 

can re-read.  

Writing: We will continue to focus on narrative writing and developing our narrative writing 

skills. We will be practicing our handwriting and typing skills all while developing our stories 

(focusing on characters, setting, problems/solution)   

Maths:   We will be introducing financial mathematics, familiarising ourselves with Australi-

an currency, value and how to identify it. This is great opportunity to talk money at home, 

talk about their different value and perhaps the different prices for products that are in your 

daily life.   

 



 

 

Whatõs happening in Grade 3/4 

This week in Grade 3/4 we have continued to build our narrative writing skills.  We have looked at 

adjectives including stacked and multiple adjectives such as ôdusty, old school bookõ and how they 

describe the noun.  In reading we have looked at comprehension strategies.  This has included how 

we can skip over an unknown word and use the context of the story to help work out the unknown 

wordõs meaning.  In numeracy this week we have looked at symmetry along and axis and rotational 

symmetry.  To show their understanding, the children used symmetry to create ephemeral artworks 

in the yard.  Last week in humanities, we looked at the food sources and bush tucker of Aboriginal 

people prior to white settlement.  There were some interesting discoveries concerning trading be-

tween countries and the cultivating of the Murnong or Daisy yam.  It is also amazing to consider the 

first known bakers of bread were here in Australia! Thatõs right up there with the Hillõs hoist, Victor 

lawn mowers and Holden Toranas.  This week we explore the possum skin coats and the stories 

they held. The children then designed what story they would place inside their own possum skin 

coats and what symbols they would use.  

 

Looking Forward to Week 9  

Literacy:  

This week in literacy we wrap up building our knowledge of the parts of language by looking at ad-

verbs more closely and building more descriptive phrases. We will hone the skills we have developed 

by creating a narrative by planning, drafting and then publishing a narrative.   

Numeracy:  

This week we will start the new topic of data representation.  I think this is a really important area 

of mathematical literacy. So much of the information that is presented to us in our daily lives is in 

graphs, charts and images so understanding is essential.  

Humanities:  

Next week in Humanities we will be looking at Dreaming and the connection of Aboriginal people to 

their country. We will look at the morals and knowledge contained within them.   

 



 

 

Whatõs happening in the 5/6 class. 

 

This week in Maths students started a volume assignment based on a robot they built in groups. 

After making their robots out of big blocks, students then started measuring the volume of their 

robot and will display diagrams, equations and explanations on a poster. This has been a really 

fun process and the students are making great progress with their assignment.  

 

I am really impressed with the Narratives students are developing in Writing, they are so creative 

and imaginative. Some students have written terrific shorter stories and are up to the editing and 

publishing stages, while others are writing longer stories that will take a little longer to finish. 

They are all doing fabulous work, they should be really proud of themselves.  

 

Whatõs happening next week? 

Reading:  Next week we will be tuning into interesting words.  

Writing: Narrative writing will continue. When students publish their Narrative, they will start a 

second one. 

Numeracy: Students will continue with their Volume assignment based on their robot.  

 



 

 



 

 


