
 

 

Talbot Primary School  
RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY PERSISTENCE TEAMWORK HONESTY  

Term 1 Week 9 ñ 25th March 2022  

 

We would like to acknowledge the  Dja Dja Wurrung, Traditional Custodians of the land where Talbot Primary 

School is situated. We would also like to acknowledge our Elders, past, present and future.  

A message from the Principal  

Hello everyone,  

The Talbot team are getting busy, trying to organise the final weeks of Term One. I have really enjoyed student 

learning this week, with many hands -on activities and group work. It is often these types of lessons that show stu-

dents fully engaged in their learning. I am very excited to see the final maths posters from the 5/6 students.  

I have also enjoyed the studentõs work in narrative writing in each of the classrooms. I have asked teachers to copy 

their stories so I can read them over the weekend. I love getting into the minds of children and seeing their imagi-

nation and creativity go wild.  

At Talbot Primary School we continue to focus on ôStudents at Riskõ categories to support student learning and 

wellbeing. Schools are accountable for the programs we provide to these students and the additional funding that 

our school receives, has to be allocated to all categories of ôStudents at Riskõ and acquitted and reported to DET. 

Often people think that ôstudents at riskõ are only the students who are not working at the expected Victorian Cur-

riculum levels. ôStudents at Riskõ actually includes students at both ends of the Victorian Curriculum achievement 

levels, therefore, students who are working above the expected levels are also categorised as ôStudents at Riskõ, as 

it is extremely easy for students to drop back or plateau in their learning. We also work with ôStudents at Riskõ in 

the area of wellbeing. For those Students who are working above expected levels, we need to be continually provid-

ing them with high level, challenging activities that include opportunities for problem solving and developing criti-

cal thinking skills. DET initiatives include the High Ability Program for students working above the expected lev-

els. This initiative is being implemented in Victorian schools in a number of different ways. Talbot Primary School 

is running a High Ability Group for students who are above expected levels in either reading or numeracy. This 

year we have extended the program to include all year levels. We are now working with a junior and senior group 

of students. The type of work students will participate in during these sessions are project -based research work, 

based on their interests in particular topics. The students are challenged to take risks in their learning and to 

learn about topics that are unfamiliar to them in a safe and supported environment. Topics will include a range of 

learning areas embedded across the project. As part of the project, students will attend an excursion that is direct-

ly linked to their learning and  to support the development of their projects. The purpose of the excursion is to con-

solidate, challenge and extend their knowledge. At the end of each project, the students are expected to present 

their projects to their classes to receive valuable feedback from peers and staff about their projects. Even though 

we are a small rural school our continued focus to support all our students remains very high and I know we are 

very proud of the intervention programs we currently have in place at our school. All staff are a part of interven-

tion, our wonderful ES team conduct daily sessions in literacy in the P -2 year levels, we have the Tutoring Learn-

ing Initiative focusing on Numeracy across all year levels this semester and our High Ability Program. Our staff 

are also committed to identifying students who we believe are on the cusp of working at higher levels. We are also 

committed to providing a learning program that will extend every student in our school. We understand that some 

students are reluctant to push themselves, we are working on strategies to build learner confidence with these stu-

dents. Our Tutoring program has definitely supported students to develop learner confidence, it is very exciting to 

see these students so engaged in their learning. At our school, you will see staff working with small groups of stu-

dents across all year levels. Our ability to provide one on one, small group work has increased significantly by hav-

ing the additional classroom and support programs. We will continue to have high expectations for every student 

who attends Talbot Primary School.  

Over the next two weeks, we have Cluster Cross Country Event for Years 3 -6, a Whole School Excursion to Balla-

rat for two fun events, Class Dojo parties and a Year 6 Cluster Transition Day.  



 

 

OSHC Program: Sam Dunn, TheirCare Coordinator will be adding an insert in our newsletter each week. 

Please check it out, pop in or give Sam a call if you are interested. Please note: OSHC program will operate un-

der the DET School Operations Guide.  See below for some of the relevant information for families that 

are in place until the end of Term One.   

 

School Operations Guide: Covid19 Pandemic:  

wŀǇƛŘ ŀƴǝƎŜƴ ǘŜǎǝƴƎΥ  t[9!{9 /hb¢!/¢ ¢I9 {/Ihh[ {Ih¦[5 ¸h¦ w9v¦Lw9 ahw9 YL¢{Φ 

Free rapid antigen tests are available for all staff and students in Victorian schools during Term 1 2022. Rapid 

antigen testing will be voluntary for all primary, secondary and specialist school students and staff. Please con-

tact the office if more tests when required.   

Students and staff will do the tests at home and must report any positive test results to their school.  

If staff or students receive a positive test result at any time, they must report this through the Department of 

Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria ) or via the coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398. 

Students (or their parents) must also report a positive result to their school, and then enter details on the 

VicEd COVID portal , this is so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7 -day iso-

lation, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should 

monitor their child/children for symptoms.  

 

When a student or staff member tests positive to Covid:  

Parents/carers should complete the Student COVID -19 COVID Test Portal  if a student  tests positive to COVID

-19 (via a PCR or rapid antigen test).  

Students are to isolate at home or in private accommodation for 7 days (inclusive of weekends) and do not at-

tend school  during this period.  

Where a student  is a household contact of a positive case  (that is, they have spent more than four hours 

with someone who has COVID -19 inside a house, accommodation, or care facility) they must inform the school 

and isolate for seven days and not attend school during that period.  

Inform the school, that they have tested positive to COVID -19. 

A negative test is not required to return to school following completion of 7 days of isolation and are asympto-

matic.  

The most important action our families can take to keep other students and staff safe is to keep their child/

children home if they have any Covid symptoms. Staff will be expected to stay at home if they are unwell also. 

If any student or staff member attends school presenting with Covid Symptoms, they will be removed from the 

classroom to the first aid room, families will be called immediately to come and collect their child and staff will 

be sent home. Anyone with Covid symptoms will also need to isolate for seven days. There may be disruptions 

to schools and classrooms when staff are absent. The DET have made significant plans to support schools 

should there be a critical shortage of staff.  

ϝϝLathw¢!b¢Υ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŜǎǘŜŘ ǇƻǎƛǝǾŜ ŦƻǊ /h±L5-мфΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ т-Řŀȅ ƛǎƻƭŀǝƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 
ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎȅƳǇǘƻƳŀǝŎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǎǳǊǾŜƛƭƭŀƴŎŜ ǘŜǎǝƴƎ ŦƻǊ ол ŘŀȅǎΦ  

Masks: Students in Years 3 ð 6 are expected to continue to wear a mask at school when indoors.  

 

I hope you all have a fantastic week.  

Krista Barnes  

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests#report-a-positive-result-on-a-rapid-antigen-test
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au


 

 

Head lice are common in school -aged children and are the most adaptable of creatures. They have survived 

living solely on human heads for 10 000 years. You may be reassured to know that they are commonly 

found in places other than Talbot P.S.  

 

Some of the reasons they have survived for as long as they have are:  

¶ The six legs of a louse end in a claw, allowing them to grip the hair.  

¶ They detect vibration and can hide - (conditioner will help fix this problem)  

¶ Head lice can ôholdõ their breath for 20 mins ð looking like they are dead.  

¶ The eggs are attached to the hair with a ôglueõ like substance. Studies conducted on 45 different prod-

ucts to dissolve the ôglueõ showed nothing would dissolve it.  

 

The good newsé 

We know where they live and we know how to find them.  

If you follow these steps, once a week, the control of head lice in your home will be greatly improved.  

 

Step 1 Comb inexpensive hair conditioner in to dry, brushed (detangled) hair. This makes it difficult 

for lice to grip the hair or run around;  

Step 2 Wipe the conditioner from the comb onto a paper towel or tissue;  

Step 3 Look on the tissue and on the comb for lice and eggs;  

Step 4 If lice or eggs are found, the child should be treated with a commercial headlice treatment;  

Step 5 If the child has been treated recently and only hatched eggs are found, you may not have to treat 

since the eggs could be from the old infection. If the eggs are òliveó they will appear a browny/ clear colour 

and if you run your fingers over them they will stick to the hair shaft. If the eggs are ôoldõ they appear 

white and will come off easily when you try to remove from the hair shaft.  

 

Please note, it is imperative to remain vigilant in checking your childrenõs hair and removing ALL live 

eggs. If the eggs arenõt all removed reinfestation may occur. 

If your child has head lice ð tell anyone who has had head to head contact with them, ask them to check 

their family for head lice and notify the school.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

Whatõs happening in Prep-1-2! 

We have had a fun week in the P -1-2 community, with lots of exploration in our learning. We have 

explored financial mathematics, discussed and discovered new information about Australian money 

and its different values. We continued our narrative writing focus all while developing those super 

creative and imaginative stories! It has been lovely to see students work collaboratively to solve prob-

lems and share ideas. Well done to P -1-2 students for another lovely week of learning.  

Whatõs on in week 10:  

Reading:  We will continue to revisit some topics from earlier in the term. We will also be practising 

and developing our reading skill of:  looking at the beginning and ending sounds of words.  This will 

help improve our accuracy and comprehension when reading.  Remember to continue asking about 

studentsõ texts at home when they have finished their readers. For example: what were the important 

events in that story? What went wrong? How did it end?  

Writing: We continue to focus on narrative writing and refining our narrative writing skills to reflect 

the oral stories we tell. We will practise our handwriting and create storyboards to assist with our sto-

ry telling.  

Maths:   We will continue our focus on financial mathematics with a peripheral view on number and 

place value. Will be defining money terms and how and when theyõre used. This is a good opportunity 

to discuss this at home and what certain terms relating to money mean i.e.: sale, trade, sell, buy, 

bank.  

We are all looking forward to our whole school excursion on Thursday 31 st of March!!  



 

 

Whatõs happening in Grade 3/4 

This week in Grade 3/4 we have continued to build our narrative writing skills.  We have built our knowledge of 

adjectives and adverbs to include phrases and how these can affect our punctuation such as commas. In reading 

we have looked at more comprehension strategies like skipping a word and coming back.  Further, we have prac-

ticed using a dictionary to look words up or use the internet to determine the meaning.  In numeracy this week we 

have looked at data collection through the use of tally marks and how graphs can be used.  Students have then 

designed a survey question and polled their peers. This data collection has been used to build column, bar or pie 

graphs in their mathõs book.  Friday will see the kids start to apply this knowledge to digital graphing using 

spreadsheets.   Over this week in humanities, we looked at the Aboriginal concept of Dream Time and Dreaming.  

We have focused on the local first nations people of the Dja Dja wurrung and their creator spirit Bunjil. We have 

also looked at the aetiologic stories of the forming of the local landscape.  This included stories that recounted the 

last eruptions of Mt Alexander and Mt Franklin.   In Stem we are exploring Gum Tress and the life cycle of plants 

and animals.  

 

Looking Forward to Week 10  

Literacy:  

This week in literacy we will continue to daft and then publish our narrative piece.  The kids have really seemed 

to enjoy rolling the dice that randomly gives them characters, their traits, where the action takes place and when 

the action takes place.  Rather than small group work this week, the authors will get a ticket that will give them 

time with myself, as a consultant, to be used in anyway that they feel they need help with their story.  The kids 

are calling it the ôGolden Ticketõ and plotting ways to extend their time with me by combining their tickets with 

their friends to double their time and share longer session times or only using half their time or ticket so they can 

have 2 smaller sessions.  

Numeracy:  

This week we will start the new topic of number or inverse machines.  Students will run numbers through their 

number machine by preforming a series of equations that give us an answer.  

Humanities:  

This week in Humanities the kids will write a letter to a pretend friend telling them about aboriginals before set-

tlement or writing their own Dreaming Story that explains a moral or creation story.  



 

 

Whatõs happening in the 5/6 class. 

 

This week students completed their Volume Project and posters based on the robots they built last week. It 

is fabulous to see how much work students put into their group projects and the different ways they chose 

to present their work. I was very impressed with the way the groups presented their posters and talked 

about to ways they found the volume of their robot and what they discovered along the way. Well done eve-

ryone!  

On Thursday our Year 5õs completed the NAPLAN practise Writing assessment and then the Year 3 and 5 

students completed the OMNIBUS practice assessment to make sure our systems could handle the maxi-

mum number of students in the NAPLAN program at the same time. This was carried out across all schools 

at the same time. It was a good opportunity for students to get a feel for NAPLAN before Term 2.  

I am really impressed with the Narratives that the students are developing, they are fantastic. Some stu-

dents are writing longer Narratives, while other students are writing terrific short stories. They are coming 

along so well and I am really impressed with the effort students are putting in and the quality of their writ-

ing.  

Whatõs happening next week? 

Reading: We are looking for interesting words to add to our VCOP board, their everyday vocabulary and to 

use in their writing. These words will also be used in Speaking and Listening activities.  

Writing: Narrative writing and publishing continues and preparation for the Big Write in week 11.  

Math: Multiplication and Capacity is our focus for the week.  

 

 


